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= From the Home Department = 


IN sending forth a message from the Home Department of the Missionary 

Union, I desire, first of all, to express the deep sense of relief and gratitude 
we at the Rooms feel that Dr. Mabie, the worthy head of the department, has 
been spared from a complete breakdown in health because of the timely oppor- 
tunity for rest which the Executive Committee provided him. The delightful 
atmosphere and quiet surroundings of East Northfield have proved once more 
their power to provide for bodily as well as mental and spiritual needs ; and be- 
fore this MAGAZINE has reached its readers it is expected that Dr. Mabie will 
again be rendering efficient service “in the field,” if not in the more confined 
duties in the office. 

As the Union has been deprived during these past months of Dr. Mabie’s 
active service, there has been all the more need for energy and activity on the 
part of those who remained. Although somewhat familiar with the routine 
duties of those at the Rooms, I confess I am having during these days a real 
revelation, in which I wish the denomination could fully share, as to the bur- 
dens of body, mind and heart which are borne by these men who have stood 
here as the medium of communication between the churches in America and 
the churches on mission fields. 

The repeated alternations between joy over reports of showers of blessing 
upon the heathen and depression because of inadequate supplies from the 
home constituency for the weary toilers there, between hope that something 
large and worthy of our great denomination will yet be done for our work 
abroad and fear that once more there will be a failure to come up to the true 
measure of responsibility, privilege and ability, are calculated to grieve the 
hearts and try the nerves of the very strongest. It is humiliating to read 
again in the annual statistics of all American missionary societies, as given in 
the January number of the Missionary Review, that the American Baptist Mis- 
sionary Union has had nearly twice as many converts last year as any other 
society, while its receipts have been far less than any of the others reporting 
any considerable number of additions. 

How long will the Baptists of the North tempt God by accepting these 
tokens of his love while refusing to bring all the tithes into the storehouse— 
while permitting a burdensome debt to rest upon such work? 

The question will be asked, What new methods of organization, what new 
plans of work, what efforts, what devices are being employed by those in au- 
thority to increase the interest and raise the necessary funds? We quickly 
respond that everything is being done by us all in the way of correspondence 
and other office work, conferences and personal appeals, addresses by secre- 
taries, missionaries and others which human thought and active energy can 
suggest and accomplish; and yet we feel ashamed when we see the Lord’s 
work suffer, and are put in the position of humiliating dependence upon 
these merely human instrumentalities! What is needed is not new methods, 
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but a new form of piety among us and a devotion so deep seated and strong 
that ne sacrifice will appear too great for it. A part of our Baptist 
brotherhood is true and noble, giving steadily and liberally for the work; and 
yet what a vast multitude still remain unmoved in the presence of a lost and 
dying world to the appeal of a risen, ascended and glorified Christ! 

Fourteen years more and the work of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union will have extended over a period of one hundred years. Would that 
these fourteen years—the first in the new twentieth century, the last in our 
missionary century—might prove to be years remarkable for the manner in 
which the Baptists of the North come up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. ‘The King’s business requires haste,” and the very opening of the 
new century should witness a sweeping revival of missionary zeal in our 
churches. Yours faithfully, for the Home Secretary, 

Frep. P. HAGGARD. 


vege Ta Garrect a Misunderstanding. 262% 

] T appears that some have misunderstood the words in the editorial in the 

last number of this MAGazINe, where it is said, “The new missionary im- 
pulse will not be based on a belief that all those who have never heard the gos- 
pel will be lost.” It was not intended to say by these words anything more 
than the Scriptures say by the apostle Peter (Acts x. 35), “In every nation 
he that feareth him (God) and worketh righteousness is accepted with him.” 
The experience of Peter with Cornelius has been occasionally paralleled by 
missionaries in heathen lands who find one here and there in such a state of 
mind and heart that he receives the gospel at once, as soon as he has heard 
it. These are such as say, “These hairs have grown gray in waiting for such 
words,” “Why have you not come to tell me these things before?” These 
cases, it is to be feared from missionary testimony, are very few, but the 
passage above quoted and others in Scripture permit us to believe that such 
souls are received by the God who has fully disclosed to us his plan of redemp- 
tion in Christ Jesus. But, as in the case of Cornelius, such souls, as we have 
said, receive the gospel at once when made clear to them. And to the end it 
remains true that the preaching of the cross is the power of God unto salvation. 

E. F. MERRIAM. 


Tre Woman's Baptist Foreign Missionary Societies are an important and use- 

ful element in the home work of missions, and we are happy to have them 
represented in this number of the MaGazIneE by the portraits of several of their 
genial and efficient officers, as well as by the homes for missionaries’ 
children, which have been founded and cared for by these societies. In the 
admirable organization and effectiveness of their work among the home 
churches, these societies furnish a model for the larger society to which they 
are auxiliary, the American Baptist Missionary Union, which may well find 
helpful hints in many of their methods. 


FA Dey of Prayer for Missions. The Woman’s Baptist Foreign Missionary 

Societies have selected Thursday, February 7, as a day of special prayer 
for foreign missions, and the Executive Committee of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union have requested the pastors and brethren in the churches to 
join with the women on the evening of that day in special prayer for the work 
of the Union. We hope this invitation will meet with a cordial response. 
Prayer is the most powerful factor in all Christian work. If it is not thought 
advisable to appoint a special meeting on the evening named, the regular 
prayer meeting of the week may be taken for the purpose. 


A 
Mid- 


Year 


Letter 


REV. HENRY M. KING, D. D. 
PASTOR OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION 

AMERICAN Baptist Missionary UNION, 

TREMONT TEMPLE, BosTON, 

To Our Pastors AND CHURCHES. November, 1900. 
Dear Brethren: Again, as last year, we greet you in a mid-year letter. We 
write this year upon one theme only, the present crisis in your work for the 
evangelization of heathen lands. The word “crisis” is a much used word. In 
a sense it is true that every day brings its crisis to the individual and to the 
church. No one familiar with the situation in our mission fields will doubt 

that the present year, in a peculiar and solemn sense, is a year of crisis. 


WHY A CRISIS? 

It is not because of troubled conditions in mission lands. 

It is true that India has been stricken with famine. But, even while the 
natural rains were withheld, showers of divine grace were falling and thou- 
sands of new converts are seeking opportunity for Christian confession. 

It is true that conditions in China are turbulent. But these troubled times 
have furnished occasion for a marvellous revelation of the transforming work 
wrought in human hearts by that divine Spirit whose work accompanies and 
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seals the preaching of the Gospel. The old sarcasm concerning “rice Chris- 
tians” is once for all put to shame. The native disciples, almost without ex- 
ception, have proved steadfast, though tried even unto death. Even now, in 
those districts in which our missionaries are able to remain without exciting 
disturbance and thus increasing the peril of their brethren, scores of converts 
are seeking baptism; and the reopening of the entire land to the gospel is as 
sure as the word of the covenant-keeping God. 

In other mission lands, Burma, Assam, Japan, the Congo region of Africa, 
the Visayan Islands of the Philippine group, opportunities are unbounded. 

It is not because contributions from our churches are diminishing. Last 
year these showed an increase over the largest regular offering received in any 
former year. 

But the year is a year of crisis 

Because our giving, though increasing somewhat, is upon a scale pitifully 
inadequate for the work to which the God of missions has summoned us; 

Because, through inadequate resources, each recent year of this work of 
our churches has closed with a serious indebtedness ; 

Because a debt of $111,000 now rests upon the work; 

Because our Executive ‘Committee recognize themselves as in honor bound 
to guard against increasing this indebtedness ; 

Because in fidelity to this conviction the committee have been constrained 
to make all variable appropriations of the present year contingent upon in- 
crease in receipts from the churches. If this increase is not realized or as- 
sured by the first of February, these appropriations must be reduced by fifteen 
per cent; 

Because retrenchment has already been so far applied in our mission fields 
as to produce conditions awakening grave concern. 


WHAT FURTHER REDUCTION WOULD MEAN. 


In spite of all effort which officials and missionaries are conjointly making 
for all possible readjustment of the work, with a view to greater economy, the 
reduction suggested would result 

In crippling the work of our missionaries by denying them needed helpers 
and supplies requisite for touring and other related work; 

In preventing such reénforcement in the ranks of workers as is demanded 
for the supply of vacant posts and for the relief of men whose health is already 
seriously impaired ; 

In compelling the continuance of a policy of missionary administration 
which is a violation of true economy in men and money ; 

In making impossible the acceptance of opportunities opened as a result 
of long years of labor and sacrifice ; 

In postponing advance in giving the gospel to uncounted millions who still 
dwell in darkness, knowing nothing of Him who is the light of life. 

THE PRESENT NEED. 

Missionaries for vacant stations and for stations where workers ought at 
once to be relieved. 

A mission station, ordinarily, is the centre of a vast section of country, with 
many scattered groups of Christians needing oversight and counsel. In some 
instances as long a time as two years is required for a tour through the field 
represented by a single station. 

At the beginning of the present year a careful estimate showed vacancies 
requiring the appointment of twenty-five new missionaries to hold the work 
even on its present lines, without provision for advance. Eight have been ap- 
pointed. A careful review now made confirms the previous estimate, showing 
an immediate need of seventeen new appointees. 
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Relief of frail women left with the care of important stations whose work 
is too great for their strength. 

Associate workers in far outposts where faithful men have too long been 
allowed to labor alone. 

“We are four days from the nearest post office. Before coming here I 
was promised an associate within a year if possible. Now nearly four years 
are gone and | have neither seen nor heard anything of any one on the way.” 

An immediate outlay for mission houses and other needed buildings, 
whose erection because of lack of funds has been delayed from year to year 
until the need is of the most pressing nature. Needs of this character which 
have been investigated and approved by the Executive Committee now reach 
a total of $80,000. 


Adequate provision for the Visayan work in the Philippine Islands. By 
signal providences, that have astonished and humbled us, our way has been 
directed in the choice of a place of work in the islands. Results already have 
iar surpassed our largest expectation. Leading citizens of Bakolod, the cap- 
ital of Negros Island, have warmly welcomed Mr. Lund and entreat the send- 
ing of more helpers. A missionary’s residence and a chapel, both at Bakolod 
and at Iloilo, on Panay Island, are an urgent need. 


At the annual meeting of the Missionary Union, held in May last, at De- 
troit, after a remarkable discussion prolonged through several hours, a series 
of resolutions presented by the finance committee of the Board of Managers 
was unanimously indorsed as expressing the conviction of the entire body of 
representatives of our churches. These resolutions included the following 
expression: 

“We believe that the convictions of our people and loyalty to our Lord for- 
bid any further retrenchment, and appeal with all earnestness to the churches 
ior the means to go forward. 

“We call upon all our members to plead with God, not only for the money 
needed to meet deficits, but for the means to extend our work into all the 
many fields now in darkness, but ready for the light.” 

Shall the record of the year accord with the expression of profound con- 
viction thus deliberately made? The call which meets us is not a summons to 
a hard service. Our life presents no holier privilege. The purpose of Christ 
reached of old to the uttermost parts of the earth, and that purpose expresses 
still the desire of the risen Christ present with his followers as they fulfil his 
commission. Shall we not hear anew his solemn affirmation of that purpose? 
“Preach the gospel to the whole creation.” “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and should rise again from the dead the third day, and 
that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations.” 

Surely it would be incredible egotism to doubt that His love reaches to- 
ward every soul created by him and bearing his image, as truly as toward 
ourselves. Surely it would be incredible selfishness and dishonor if, while 
helieving this, we should fail to make known that revelation of “all things 
which pertain unto life and godliness,” in which is our comfort and hope, and 
with which we are put in trust for all mankind. 

As we have said, an immediate advance in offerings from the churches is 
necessary if immediate retrenchment is to be avoided. We look, therefore, to 
the issue of this present year with profound concern. But the desire of our 
hearts is toward something greater than relief from a difficuity immediately 
impending. Has not the time come when the followers of Christ should rise 
to a higher plane of fidelity in the discharge of this exalted trust? We are 
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solicitous for every interest of the Redeemer’s kingdom. We pray earnestly 
for the hour when all needs in our home land shall be adequately met. The 
just discharge of all the obligation of Christian stewardship is a supreme need. 
But let not remissness at home be made an excuse for indifference to the need 
of an unsaved world. 

Is it asking too much to ask that the reproach which now rests upon us,— 
that the work, for the sake of which the Son of God was found in fashion as a 
man and became obedient to the death of the cross, is so lightly regarded,— 
that so many give nothing,—that the most give only by accident,—that the 
scale of general giving is such that, though many give loyally, the 
average gift from our northern American Baptists for the work of giving the 
gospel to the unevangelized peoples of the earth is a little less than one cent 
per week,—is it too much to ask that this reproach shall be put away? 

We speak earnestly, for we speak in behalf of a world lying in sin and 
death, for whose deep need there is but one remedy,—in behalf of the Re- 
deemer King, defrauded of his purchased possession,—in behalf of our 
churches, which need so sorely the influence of a new uprising and outpouring 
of love for humanity and humanity’s Lord. The crisis of which we have 
spoken is a crisis within the church. Not without irreparable loss in its own 
deepest life can the church be false to its supreme trust. Fulfilment of our 
Lord’s commission is a precious means of grace appointed to God, failure to 
use which much result in spiritual poverty and weakness. 

May we ask that pastors, in such ways as may be consistent with wise plans 
of giving, shall at their earliest opportunity bring this work to the earnest at- 
tention of our churches, and by faithful canvass seek to bring the duty home 
to every member? The pastor is set in a place of solemn responsibility. He 
stands between the Lord and his people, giving or withholding his message, 
between the world and the church, promoting or hindering a just discharge of 
Christian stewardship. Upon you rests a world’s dependence. 

The students of several of our seminaries are just now reading a new work 
by Mr. John R. Mott, “The Evangelization of the World in this Generation.” 
Whatever may be your final conclusion regarding the central thought so ear- 
nestly presented in this work, you will find in its marshalling of facts a power- 
ful appeal to mind and heart. Will you read this book, weighing intelligently 
the considerations it advances, and then speak to your people as the Master 
shall prompt you? Will you pray, and ask for united prayer, that this year 
of crisis may not bring retreat from our work for the world’s redemption, but 
the advance for which white harvest fields and the Lord of the harvest are 
waiting? In behalf of the work, 

Henry C., Masie, 
Tuomas S. Barsour, 


Tr Circulation of this Magazine has nearly doubled in the last four years. 
So many testimonials are received to the high appreciation in which it is 
held by its readers that we have no hesitation in appealing to all to aid in en- 
larging its circulation. Jf there is no club in your church, will you not make an 
immediate effort to have one organised? The experience of other churches shows 
that this is easily done. If the pastor will call attention to the MAGazINnE from 
the pulpit, state the very low terms to clubs and indicate some one to receive 
subscriptions, the club is usually made up very easily. Our club prices are 
low and our terms are unique. Be sure to notice that «we make the club terms 
just as easy for small churches as for large. See the second page of cover. 


HASSELTINE HOUSE, NEWTON CENTRE, MASS. 
A HOME FOR CANDIDATES FOR MISSIONARY SERVICE UNDER THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY, WHILE STUDYING AT NEWTON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION 


AH history of American Baptist Missions 

A VOLUME with this title has just been issued by the American Baptist 

Publication Society, covering all the work of American Baptists outside 
the limits of the United States. It gives an account not only of the work in 
Asia, Africa and Europe, under the American Baptist Missionary Union and 
the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, but of the 
missions of the American Baptist Home Mission Society in Mexico, Cuba and 
Porto Rico; of the missions of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention in Cuba and of the Foreign Board in Mexico and South Amer- 
ica, and of the aid to foreign missions in various lands given by the American 
Baptist Publication Society. There is also a chapter on Woman’s Baptist Mis- 
sionary Societies, and another on the influence of American Baptist missions 
on the development of science and civilization. In the appendix are given sum- 
maries of English, Australian and Canadian Baptist missions, so that the whole 
field of Baptist missions throughout the world is covered. The introduction is 
devoted to a brief survey of the missionary enterprise from the time of Christ to 
the present day. For obvious reasons the editor of this MAGAZINE leaves to 
others any comments which might be made on the volume which is thus of- 
fered to the public; but he may be permitted to express his ardent hope that 
the book, although much condensed, may in some good measure supply a 
need which has existed for a very long time of a comprehensive account of our 
American Baptist missions. As long ago as 1877 the Executive Committee 
of the American Baptist Missionary Union appointed a committee to see if 
some steps could not be taken to have prepared a history of the missions, the 
want of which was even then perceived. Preparatory work on the present 
volume was begun in 1883, but from various causes it has just been completed. 
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MRS. H. G, SAFFORD MRS, N, M. WATERBURY 
FOREIGN SECRETARY OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST HOME SECRETARY OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, NOW ON FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
A VISIT TO THE MISSIONS IN ASIA 


Waiting on the 


REV. W. E. WITTER 
DISTRICT SECRETARY, BOSTON, MASS. 


MISS ALICE E, STEDMAN 
TREASURER OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


AST year the space allotted me I gave to pastors that they might tell of the 

all-round, beneficent results of larger sacrifices on the part of their people 
for the cause of foreign missions. Soon there were calls for thousands of their 
message, “Bread Returning,” and a special edition of several thousand was 
issued and distributed in Canada. 

This year I want to give the readers of the MacGazinE the words of pastors 
and laymen concerning prayer and the Mid-year Letter. Scores of communi- 
cations of like character with those from which I quote are lying before me. 
If all who receive statements from the Rooms would give them the same 
thoughful, prayerful consideration, would there ever be any debts or disastrous 
retrenchments hindering this work to which the churches of Jesus Christ are 


5° 


‘ 
4 
4 


Waiting on the Lord 


MRS, A. M. BACON 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY OF THE WOMAN’S MRS. MATILDA E. KLINE 
BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY TREASURER OF THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN 
OF THE WEST MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE WEST 


committed as to no other? Have not those who send us the following cheer- 
ing messages found the true secret for great forward movements as we cross 
the threshold of the twentieth century? Will all who read their words act in 
the spirit of them for the next twelve months? Why not! Such prayer and 
effort will bring pentecostal blessings at home and abroad, or we have failed 
to read aright the commands and promises of the Christ of missions. 

* * * * 

“T hope that all the pastors have received the Mid-year Letter.. It struck a 
true note, placing the emphasis just where it ought to be. I have read nothing 
for a long time that has moved me so profoundly. There was a readiness to 
hear the sermon of which the Mid-year Letter was an introduction, and I am 
praying that now there may be the willingness to perform. I pray daily that 
our churches may be filled with a holy zeal, to the end that the world may be 
given to its rightful Owner.” 

* * * * 

“The letter has stirred me profoundly, and for a half hour I have been 
thinking hard, praying earnestly and resolving sincerely. The thinking was 
upon the need for, the blessedness of, and the authority for this work. And 
from any of these standpoints there can be no retrenchment. It is sad enough 
to be in a trench without falling back to another. The only call as I hear it is, 
‘Up and out and advance!’ And then I prayed, ‘O Lord, thou who hast the 
silver and the gold and the cattle on a thousand hills under thy control, send 
the money to pay the debt of the Union and for the needed advance work, in 
fulfilment of the promise of Jesus Christ, thy Son, recorded by the apostle i in 
Mark ii. 24. And give the brethren at the Rooms a courageous, joyful expect- 
ancy of that fulfilment.’ And then I prayed that my church might be taught 
not to respond to a spasmodic appeal now and then, but to sincerely love this 
work and to faithfully support it. And then I prayed for myself that I might 
be wise and true. 


“And then I began to resolve that I would sincerely -~* to answer those 
prayers to the extent of my own responsibility, 
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1. By reading as much of the appeal as is applicable next Sunday and 
preaching about it instead of the sermon I was preparing. 

“2. I secured twenty subscribers for the Kingdom from the male members 
of my society last Sunday and I will try to increase the number. 

“3. I have been planning to combine my woman’s work with the men of 
the church by holding a meeting for men upon the evening of the day when 
the women meet and at the same place, and | will work all the more earnestly 
to make this a success as an educational force. ' 

“4. The first of January we issue our envelopes for benevolence. I will 
appeal for increased amounts and for a larger list. 

“s. If it is thought advisable to have a Conference for our county I will 
do all I can to promote it and will get my church to invite the gathering, 
if desirable. 

“6. I will ‘pray daily for the Missionary Union, that offerings sufficient 
may come into its treasury to prevent any curtailment of the work that would 
be dishonoring to God; that wherever we ought, at his call, to push into new 
fields the men and money may be forthcoming, and that those who act as our 
appointed messengers to the churches and administrators of the affairs of the 
Union may be given divine wisdom and grace to conduct the work of the va- 
rious departments with the greatest possible efficiency.’ 

“7. I will increase my own gifts. 

“Can I help out in any other way?” 

* * * * 


“A crisis is indeed upon us. I think we are feeling as never before shut 
up to God and that all our expectation is from him. May God’s Spirit teach 
us how to wrestle and prevail. I join you and others in daily special prayer 


for the work of our loved Missionary Union.” 
* * * 


“T firmly believe that God has ordained prayer as a means for the coming 
of his Kingdom, and will daily intercede with God with all my heart to deliver 
the Missionary Union from its present embarrassment and move the churches 
to furnish the means for the enlargement of the work. During my pastorate 
here of five years my people have given increasingly for foreign missions, 
reaching the highest mark last year. To-day I strongly believe in answer to 
prayer before the close of the fiscal year they will have given more than during 
the same period last year. During the next three months we shall pray, work 
and instruct for such results. May I add that with this increase of offerings 
for missions they have given a larger salary and more money for other pur- 
poses than during any other five years of their history. May I also say, both 
to my shame and my joy, that this is the first pastorate in which I have made 
intercession for the people in their giving.” 

* * * 

“My children have heard prayers for missionaries and usually for the 
executive officers of our societies offered at the family altar every day of their 
lives. I should as soon think of omitting the brethren and sisters of my own 
loved church as of omitting my brethren and sisters in missionary work in 
our own and other lands. It is a fair question, ‘What has a Christian man or 
woman to pray for anyway if not for these matters of primary importance?’ 
I pray for missions and missionaries, first, because it is in my heart, is a 
blessed custom. Secondly, because I want my children to catch the con- 
tagion. Ever since I was a little child and used to hear my mother talk mis- 
sions and pray missions, the same trouble has existed—debts, retrenchments, 
inability to enter open doors, etc., have troubled to a great extent all our evan- 
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gelical societies. I suppose it is a part of the travail of Christ’s soul, a ‘filling up 
of that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ for his body’s sake, which is 
the church.’ I can account for it in no other way. We must pray more, take 
right hold of God and pray more. In our mid-week prayer meeting last night 
there was prayer offered for our missionaries, as is almost invariably the case. 
We will make it invariable henceforth. May God make the hearts of the 
brethren at the Rooms strong and full of strong confidence.” 
* * * 


“T thank you for favoring me with the Mid-year Letter, every item of 
which comes as a voice Divine, calling for earnest, immediate and constant 
prayer and action. I shall pray daily for all the interests of the Union, and in 
order to help answer my own prayers as far as possible, I hereby pledge my- 
self that the very first thing I do in the new year and the new century is to get 
a little booklet into my pocket with my name, heading what I hope and trust 
will become a list of every family in my church contributing at least, at once, 
$1 per family for the American Baptist Missionary Union, which I will forward 
to you with the cash results. I believe that if all pastors would follow the 
above course, not only would the Missionary Union’s treasury overflow to the 
blessing of many in heathen darkness, but the Lord would own their work at 
home in the conversion of souls. I have heard pastors say, ‘If I keep drum- 
ming my people for missions and missions and Missions, I will have to get 
along without my salary.’ God forbid such thoughts in a time like this or at 
any other time. It is the voice of the Tempter. J find the more willing I can 
make my people to contribute to benevolences outside, the more cheerfully they 
give for the work at home and the more willing the Lord is to add to the 
church such as shall be saved. Praise the Lord with me! I baptize five can- 
didates to-morrow morning. This is the third time the angel of the Lord is 
troubling the waters within a year. I mean to go from house to house per- 
sonally, after I preach on ‘Christ in the Twentieth Century,’ making it plain 


that in the coming century we can bring the world to him by giving his word 
to the world.” 


* * 


“Since the association, when, at your suggestion, I took a copy of the 
‘Cycle of Prayer,’ the opportunity and obligation of intercession have been a 
new revelation to me, and I am glad to testify to a new blessedness and victory 
in my own life in trying to follow the designated subjects of prayer, and now I 
shall unite in daily prayer for the blessing and direction of our Lord in and 
upon all the work and need of the Missionary Union.” 

* * 

“My heart is burdened for the Missionary Union. God remembered 
Abraham and delivered Lot (Gen. xix. 29), Carey, Judson, Gordan, Ashmore, 
Mabie. Will he not remember and deliver us? I believe he will, but not un- 
less we ourselves do our part according to his will. May a great burden come 
upon God’s people and lead us all to prayer. Henceforth my pulpit must stand 
for missions as never before. The new year and century shall hear their claims 
above all others. Psalms Ixxvii. 1; Philippians iv. 19.” 

* * * * 

“One good sister. writes that after receiving the Mid-year Letter she had 
to show in some substantial manner that she was earnest in her petition to 
God, and so inclosed a check for $115 before she prayed. That is the right 
way to pray. If all did so, giving would be more generous and more sweet.” 

* * * 


“Ever since receiving the Mid-year Letter I have prayed with you and for 
vou daily at noon and many a time during the course of the day, and I have 
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no doubt that the Lord of the harvest will send you men for the harvest and 
money to work and extend it. 
* 


* * * 


“Replying to the Mid-year Letter, I beg to say that I recognize the need 
of the Union, and that I believe in prayer. I have already largely increased 


my contribution, but I inclose an additional ten, which please accept with my 
best wishes and prayers.” : 
* 


* * * 


“Pastor L. preached to-day a grand missionary sermon from the texts 
Prov. ii. 24 and 25 and Luke vi. 38. I told an aged widow who heard the ser- 
mon about your letter and she wished me to send you a keepsake for you to 
sell and use the small results for the general work of the Union. I therefore 
inclose a ‘widow’s mite,’ one dollar in gold, and our prayers go with the gift, 
that God’s blessing may go with it. I always pray at our morning worship for 
the extension of God’s kingdom, and I shall make special prayer for the work 
~ the Union. Iam praying for ‘a hand to get and a heart to give,’ in my own 

“i * * 

“The highest place for the Christian is the place of intercession. As the 
altar of incense stood in front of and near to the mercy seat, so we come most 
in fellowship with our Great High Priest when we are engaged in intercessory 

rayer. 

“The Gallatian church was commanded to be not ‘slothful in business, fer- 
vent in spirit, serving the Lord,’ and James declares that the effectual in- 
wrought fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. I fear the church 
to-day excels in diligence at the expense of fervency, and when God will bring, 
as I believe he will, a revival of this grace, our beloved Union will not lack for 
money or men. For this I am praying, and with you will continue to pray. 

“*And when the Lord shall turn again the captivity of Zion, our mouth 
shall be filled with laughter and our. tongue with singing.’ ” 


“Our little church is doing about all we can. With less than fifty resident 
members and no people of wealth, we gave about $300 for benevolence last 
year. We make about sixty offerings each year. ‘With no increase of 
wealth for the last three years we have kept increasing our offerings. We 
hope to give more this year than ever, although we are obliged to build a 
church and have nothing to build with.” 

* ** * * 

“Your letter received and pinned to my study wall near the World Unity 
Map as a constant reminder for daily prayer for the Missionary Union. I be- 
lieve in specific, definite prayer in regard to such things, and I believe it is 
more a question of faith than anything else in regard to the meri and money. 
The gold and silver and the cattle on a thousand hills belong to our King. 
He is almighty. May our faith prevail.” 

* * * * 

“The Mid-year Letter to hand. The right note has been struck, let it 
sound clear and loud and long, until it reaches our utmost bounds. 

“With the teaching of our Lord that we should pray daily, ‘Thy kingdom 
come,’ and his last great commission; with the great success that has at- 
tended the missions of the Union, all would seem to forbid any curtailment of 
the work now in hand. The daily appeal of the church for Divine aid in this 
extremity is indeed the supreme effort. 1 am with you most fully. I trust 
our united intercessions will result in a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
and the revival of the churches of our land and the refilling of the treasury.” 


= = 


HOME FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN, MORGAN PARK, ILL. 
FOUNDED AND CONDUCTED BY THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE WEST 


A POPULATION of 7,705,635, nearly 1,900 churches, some with beautiful 
edifices and able pastors and efficient laborers. Much have we for which 
to be thankful. 

Our blessings, however, remind us of our needs. This district needs a re- 
vival of religion. God grant it may come this winter. A revival which shall 
fill the ministry with the fulness of God, giving them tongues of fire, hearts 
of love for the lost, and love for the doctrines of the Book, which the world’s 
mightiest preachers have heralded in leading multitudes to Christ. A revival 
which shall prepare us to preach the true gospel of missions, making us con- 
scious of the fact that only as this gospel comes crashing through our own 
hearts, bearing our own heart blood of love and sacrifice, can it adequately af- 
fect those who hear us, making our auditors feel the force of our Savior’s part- 
ing command, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” A revival which shall unify speaker and hearer in intensest desire that 
Christ’s glory may everywhere be manifest. A revival which shall give us all 
a just conception of stewardship, ever reminding us that we are not our own, 
that being His we must give our all to him. And next to the need of divine 
grace is the heart to bestow and the need of conception of stewardship, using 
God’s gifts as he has taught, lovingly, sytematically and honestly, withholding 
no part, but doing unto others as he has done unto us. 

The true unification of believers in their benevolent work, so much dis- 
cussed at present, is that of together practising the Christian duty of using all 
for God. Many acknowledge the fact of stewardship, but rob the Lord’s 
treasury through lack of system in giving. The grocer, the butcher, the 
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helper are paid monthly, while God’s treasury is neglected even by those who 
love him, forgetful of the injunction, “On the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store as God has prospered him.” We need a revival 
which shall awaken us to the commands of Christ and our consequent obliga- 
tions to the world. A sense of stewardship and system in dispensing will fill 
depleted treasuries and avert threatened deficits and bring a larger measure 
of blessing to a large number of churches in this district which practically ig- 
nore the work of Christ in foreign lands. 

We need a revival of prayer for this work. It is undoubtedly true that 
only a small part of our membership pray statedly and agonizingly for foreign 
missions. We often wonder how they can restrain prayer. The needs of the 
heathen, the needs of the missionaries and the societies sending them out, 
the glory of Christ, their Redeemer—how can they help praying for them all? 
Everybody may not be circumstanced to give large sums of money, but every 


one may give “large sums of prayer.’ 
“Thy kingdom come,’ 


Let us pray with heart-breaking desire 
’ and in answer to prayer God will open the windows 


above and the mines beneath and the hearts which control both, and to this 


great work there shall be no lack. 


- OMING now to the methods by 
which national expansion is ef- 
fected, by which, in other words, en- 
trance is gained to territory not yet 
appropriated by the great powers, we 
have to consider in the first place the 
influence of missions. There is a 
measure of truth in the saying that 
the flag follows the missionary and 
trade follows the flag, although the fa- 
vorite example cited in Germany— 
that of the same British ship taking 
out missionaries and cheaply manu- 
factured idols—may be slightly tinc- 
tured with international pleasantry. 
The importance attributed to this 
agency by the powers is well shown 
by the struggle between France and 
Germany for the right to protect the 
Roman Catholic missions of the 
Orient. France has been the tradi- 
tional protector of Catholic Chris- 
tians in the East. This monopoly it 
has been the constant effort of Ger- 
many to break down by using all the 
influence which the emperor could 
bring to bear at the Vatican. The 


‘Celestial Empire. 


“But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 


emperor has asserted his right to the 
protectorate over certain German 


communities of missionaries. And 
we all know how a protectorate of this 
nature was utilized in China, the em- 
peror demanding reparation for the 
murder of missionaries at Kiao-chau, 
and making the outrage a pretext for 
gaining a permanent foothold in the 
His exertions to 
gain from the Vatican a religious pro- 
tectorate in Palestine and Syria have 
not been successful, but he has never- 
theless declared it to be the right and 
the policy of the German Empire 
to protect German _ missionaries 
wherever found. As the priority of 
appearance of a nation on unappro- 
priated soil is of great importance un- 
der the doctrine of preoccupation, the 
emissaries of religion who begin the 
civilizing process are, under the pres- 


ent exaggerated conditions of com- 


petition, most valuable advance 
pickets of national expansion.—From 
“World Politics,’ by Prof. Paul S. 
Reinsch. 
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Tillage 


REV, I. N. CLARK, D. D, 


DISTRICT SECRETARY, KANSAS CITY, MO. 


MR. JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER OF NEW YORK 
A BARGE CONTRIBUTOR TO MISSPONS 


T HE style of tillage through which the larger benefit to both the treasury of 
the Missionary Union and the churches shall be secured is a problem not 
yet completely solved. Numerous plans have been invented, briefly tested, soon 
thereafter modified or abandoned. We seem still to be in the experimental pe- 
riod. Now and then a method new and taking, promising much at the first, 
inspiring the hope that in its effectiveness it would furnish the final solution of 
this puzzling matter, has been tried, only to prove unsatisfactory later on. 

No movement, however feasible and prophetic of success, will bring victory 
of itself; living, operative force must be put into it. -The machinery, complete 
in all of its parts and competent to render mighty service, stands motionless 
until touched by force of fire and steam, and more, the force must be adequate 
to the fullest capacity of the machinery. Alas! that many excellent plans 
should be paralyzed because of inadequate force to bring to fulness the success 
promised. A seriously defective scheme thoroughly handled meets with larger 
reward than one vastly better operated in a timid and half-hearted way. 

The clamor for new agencies may hinder the effectiveness of those already 
in operation. The trial period of plans is often quite too brief, the probation 
too short. Conditions cannot be so hastily adjusted to them, neither can they 
be so quickly incorporated into church policy and benevolent schedule. - Not 
making apology for indifference and tardiness, time is essential in testing the 
effectiveness or showing the weakness of any and all methods of securing bet- 
ter results. Manifestly the plan that commends itself to the larger number of 
efficient pastors and Christian workers has the advantage over that less favored 
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and is therefore justly entitled to the supremacy. Conditions in the West make 
the difficulty of operating any systematic method effectively more serious than 
in the East. The diversified character of the church membership, the preva- 
lence of mortgages with interests falling due at all times, the limited financial 
resources and the rapidity of pastoral changes, these all tend to modify the 
speed with which uniformity may be secured and in some instances they seem 
to render its attainment quite out of the question. 

What is known as the Wheel Plan, now in operation’in several of the west- 
ern states, is a commendable movement in the direction of systematic and uni- 
form consideration of our great benevolences. And yet it is hardly questionable 
that the spokes in this wheel are not uniform in length, and the spaces between 
them not equal. In its present annual revolution this wheel devotes two 
months to state missions, two months to home missions, two months to educa- 
tion, two months to publication, and two months to the Missionary Union, 
thus putting all these interests on absolute equality of opportunity as to time 
and territory. In addition, some of the causes are permitted special days which 
have no limit as to territory, covering and cultivating the entire state and dis- 
trict at the same time, notably Children’s Day, Chapel Day, Bible Day, and in 
some states Harvest Home, or State Day. It will be readily seen that the 
product of this wheel turning puts into the various departments of work in the 
home land four regular offerings and two or three special offerings for the 
prosecution of the several departments of work these societies have in man- 
agement. The only financial advantage coming from any of these offerings to 
foreign missions is a small per cent of the collections of Bible Day. 

With the one offering gathered in the time designated to the Missionary 
Union, it is carrying on in pagan lands, every department of work prosecuted 
in this country by the other societies with their general and special collections. 
That is to say, with the one offering collected in an equal period of time and 
from a district bounded by the same territorial lines as each of our sister so- 
cieties, we are doing a work in pagan lands corresponding in variety to that of 
all the societies operating in this country. A glance at the Missionary Union’s 
schedule of work will confirm this statement. If one society is performing the 
same line of work over the oceans that is done by several societies in the home 
land, it is not unfair if it should be allowed larger opportunity before the 
churches to present the vastness of its work and urge its needs than is allotted 
to each of the other societies. 

Since the evangelization of the pagan nations is now thrust upon the at- 
tention of the Christian world in a providential way as never before, our benev- 
olent plans should include such provision for their immediate occupancy as 
their relative importance demands. Remembering ever that to dethrone all 
idols and false religions and save the people from their sins, equip them for 
effective service and final victory, is the supreme object of all missionary work. 


Tre Death of Miss Florence A. Duffield at Chicago, on Friday, December 21, 

brings surprise and sorrow to a very large circle of friends. Miss Duffield 
was appointed a missionary of the American Baptist Missionary Union, Sep- 
tember 7, 1892, on the recommendation of the Woman’s Society of the West, 
which has furnished her support in her missionary labors at Shimonoseki, 
Himeji and Osaka, Japan, where her work as well as herself was held in high 
esteem. By the failure of her health, she was compelled to return to the United 
States in 1899, and has since been hoping for the regaining of her strength suf- 
cient to allow her return to her labors in Japan. She made an address at the 
First Baptist Church, Chicago, only a week before her death which was caused 
by an attack of pleuro-penumonia. 


Prayer 


Pissiows 


REV. FRANK PETERSON 
DISTRICT SECRETARY, 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


HOME FOR MISSIONARIES’ CHILDREN, BURTON, WASH. 
CONDUCTED BY A BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHOSEN BY THE WOMAN’S BAPTIST 
FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES OF THE PACIFIC COAST 


PRAYER and missions were made inseparable by our Master. ‘Pray ye the 

Lord of the harvest.” As well try and raise a crop of wheat without rain 
as to carry on Christian missions without prayer. Why do the wheels of the 
mission chariot drag so heavily? It may be that we are putting too much 
reliance on organization, wasting too much time in the adjustment of the 
machinery, discussing the system rather than the spirit of giving. The ma- 
chine, be it never so good, yet standing alone without power is dead as a 
corpse. 

Before pentecost could come power must descend. Hence the gathering 
of the disciples in that “upper room” in Jerusalem, with “one accord,” in 
prayer. The same want and earnest seeking are to-day the chief things 
needed by every minister, missionary, church and society under heaven. 

If God’s people would only avail themselves of the great privilege of laying 
every want before him in prayer, there would be such a quickening in the 
church as would cause the world to pause and ask, “What can this mean?” 
Hearts would be softened and made plastic to the touch of the Holy Spirit,con- 
sciences would become tender and true, and our desires so subject to God that 
his will would become our most sacred and welcome law. What an interest- 
ing centre the Lord’s treasury then would be! A good sister writes me: “Your 
request that I join you in daily prayer for the Missionary Union and its treas- 
ury I most cheerfully comply with; but I feel now I can no longer continue to 
do so until I have proven my sincerity by an offering unto the Lord for the 
work. I inclose you my check for $—.” That is the outcome of sincere 
prayer. Such results are as natural as is the fruit on a thrifty vine. 

In the dark days of the Telugu Mission it was more than ever made the 
subject of earnest prayer; afterwards came a harvest of souls at Ongole more 
remarkable than any similar ingathering since the day of pentecost. 

Prayer should be specific. Let thought and heart consider what is wanted, 
and name that. Generality and vagueness are too often the bane of prayer. 
“Prayers that do not detain the thoughts on any certain thing in particular,” 
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says John Foster, “take very slight hold of the auditors.” 
added that they take but slight hold of the suppliant. 

Prayer should take a broad vision of the field. To pray for “Me and my wife, 
my son John and his wife, us four and no more,” will never inspire a soul to 
noble actions. It will shrivel into a tiny insularity and lose its last vestige of 
influence for good. David Brainard, when dying, could hardly have given a 
more appropriate injunction to his Indian converts, one better suited to keep 
them from settling down into selfishness, than that they should pray for the 
conversion of the whole world. What a noble conception was that of Christ's 
kingdom! His scope of vision was as broad as the atonement. Such a soul 
takes in the fulness of God’s love and grace. 

Prayer should be made expectantly. “What does it signify,” 
“to have prayed, if you do not know what God says to it?” Do we make writ- 
ten requests without expecting reply? The saintly mother of a missionary 
used to pray with a map before her in her closet every day; she would plead 
with God in behalf of one country for successive days, then for another and 
another. When her daughter wrote home of the great awakening at Harpoot 
and of numerous conversions in that city and in the villages of the plain, the 
mother replied: “I am not surprised, I have been expecting this for months 
past. I have been praying to God for an outpouring of his spirit upon Har- 
poot.” Knowing that God has responded from the other end of the line-and 
getting what I looked for, strengthens my faith in his presence and power, 


And it might be 


says Luther, 


and encourages me to come again. 


Tre Orient Picture Company offers to the churches, Sunday-schools, young 
people’s societies and Christian workers a sample set of thirty-six choice 
pictures illustrative of China and Baptist missions therein. 
Albums, bound in half russia for 200 pictures, with “Orient Pictures” 
stamped in gilt on the side, will be provided for $1.25 (postpaid). 
Pictures one cent each in lots of twenty-five or more, two cents each in lots 


of less than twenty-five. 
non, N. Y. 


Address, The Orient Picture Company, Mt. Ver- 


Christianity in the Nineteenth Century 


SHE of Christianity to a 

century of history is not discour- 
aging, but rather otherwise. It has 
presented the phenomenon of a re- 
ligion, not always officially or by the 
direct planning and scheming of its 
dignitaries and representatives, work- 
ing itself into the tumultuous events 
and revolutionary changes of the 
times; and doing so often in the face 
of the most desperate opposition, and 
in such a way as frequently to modify 
or transform their character. In this 
manner it has come to reveal itself 
more clearly as an independent force, 


like the ia to which in a sense our 
Lord compared it, blowing whither it 
listeth, and bearing in its breath the 
life-giving airs of paradise. Being 
thus free to assert itself, and, while 
acting on man and through man, 
seeking its final development in man, 
being enlarged on its divine side, it 
has been able, and is yet able, to con- 
trol, order and time all things in the 
interest of Christ and his kingdom. 
This is the conviction that grows 
upon us from the review of the last 
hundred years. 
GrorceE C. Lortmer, LL. D. 


OcT. 2.1792. 


“ALIKE TO THEE” 


BY REY. T. G. FIELD, DISTRICT SECRETARY, ELYRIA, OHIO 


“THE darkness and the light are alike to thee.” Darkness is no obstruction © 
or hindrance to God. but to man darkness is so oppressive that often he 
thinks what so blinds and binds him makes God helpless also. 
To save us from the pall of night God’s grace has given the moon and stars. 
And to man mentally what depression in ignorance! To him morally when ‘ 
love and hope and joy are gone, the blackness of death is sought to dash ex- 
istence in utter gloom. 


Many a full-grown man is even now, as in infancy, “crying in the night,” 
“crying for the light.” 

Into Saul’s dark Judaism came the sunburst. Paul with radiant vision and 
exultant witness says, “God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness 
hath shined in our heart to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.” 


“With unveiled face reflecting as a mirror the glory of the Lord we are 
changed into the same image.” 


“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty.” 

“The shadow,” as I heard Dr. H. C. Applegarth say, beautifully, in a recent 
sermon, “is God’s own light, the pavilion, the inner tent, in which he illumines 
and shelters the trusting souls, just as the sun hides himself within his own 
glory, ‘dark with excess of light.’ ” 

Apparently our mission work is under a cloud heavy and lasting. In the 
eleven years from 1890 to 1900 inclusive, we have reported an aggregate of 
142,888 baptisms. ‘The fewest reported in any of these years is 11,450 bap- 
tisms. The largest number, 18,549. This is an average of 12,926 for every 
year during eleven years—an average of 1,082 baptisms for every month for 
one hundred and thirty-two consecutive months! And the year to come prom- 
ises another mighty harvest. There is no darkness in this. Herein is the 
shadow. Every year of this fruitful season, this marvellously successful time 
abroad, every year save one has been closed with debt. At the end of the cen- 
tennial year there was a balance of $25,118.37 in the treasury. This is the only 
exception. ‘Even the united efforts of the Home Mission Society and the 
Union in 1897 failed to remove fully this incubus; for March 31, 1898, found 
the books closed with a sad record of $68,120.85 debt. Much better that than 
the huge deficit of $292,721.32 of the vear preceding. And in 1899 the debt 
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was further reduced to $54,383.80. But last year it grew alarmingly to 
$111,041.28, and it is still growing. 

There has been larger giving in some quarters. But we are not sustaining 
our missions properly. 

Every year of debt has brought with it retrenchment. Every year has not 
only cut off supplies, but prolonged and increased burdens on all our missions. 
With one toiler after another, strength has been exhausted, health broken, and 
some have sunken into their graves. The glorious record of baptisms is the 
epitaph of these who loved not their lives unto the death, 

But this is not all of the shadow. The heathen world with masses of 
precious souls presses densely about every mission station. Just in sight are 
millions as needy and as precious as those we now evangelize, while those who 
yearn to help them are unable to hold properly the ground already taken. 

To the earnest, intelligent believer at home, to the burning burdened mis- 
sionary abroad, to the secretaries and treasurer, and the Executive Committee 
under ceaseless strain of responsibility, and ceaseless fire of open or latent 
criticism, this is, on the home side, a dark time in missions. 

Now, in brief, what of our text? “If I say surely the darkness shall cover 
me, even the night shall be light round about me.” 

First, then, there is no veiling of ourselves from God. There are some 
careless pastors who will not touch this burden with one of their little fingers. 
Some who in addition to this, bind, crush down, the whole weight upon the 
brethren at the Rooms, and themselves lift not a feather. God knows it. “Give 
account of thy stewardship.” 

There are hundreds and thousands of careless Christians who never pray, 
or give one tender, anxious thought, or feel one penny of obligation to help. 
There are others who dole out pittances instead of really giving to the Lord. 
He knows these. “For we must” all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the things done in his body according that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad. To withhold our money is to withhold our 
hands, our hearts, ourselves, from Christ and his kingdom. Finally, God 
knows and sees the overburdened ones and the faithful ones. His eye is on the 
great number of noble, unselfish, faithful pastors who honestly share this load. 
who tell the truth, who fill cold hearts with their own fire for souls. God has 
blessed and will. God knows those who do hold the ropes. I know a merchant 
who has borrowed money at six per cent to generously lift on this load. I 
know a poor woman, with the care of an invalid brother, who worked a whole 
year to save from her scant income the clean, crisp bill that came with a saintly 
letter. 1 know a pastor’s wife living on less than three hundred dollars a year 
who did likewise. Yes, God has his own. He knows them, though they are 
hidden from the world. He swept away the Dark Ages with the Reformation 
and Antinomianism with Carey, and banished French infidelity with the morals 
of this century. In spite of war and massacre and famine, yea, because of them, 
lus glory shall shine in Africa, in India, in China, in all the earth. 

Let the certainty that the darkness and the light are alike the opportunity. 
the ability, power and performance of God, cheer us now to believe “enduring 
as seeing him who is invisible.” 

Let it awake us out selfish ease, covetous refusal, despondent unbelief, to 
give quickly, freely, steadily; to pray with resolute reliance. 

Against what greater darkness Paul went out! What daring faith was 
shown in Judson’s baptism. Against all England’s fear and jeers and scorn 
and opposition went our glorious Carey in this faith. Let us renew his watch- 
word, “Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.” 


The Missionary Concert of (Prayer 


WHAT IT IS AND WHAT IT MAY BE 


GEORGE C. LORIMER, LL. D. 


ERE the history of hidden forces 
written, I am sure that many a 
triumph in world-wide missions 
would be traced to just such gather- 
ings as the one held here to-night. 
We must realize that God answers 
prayer, and that the conquests of the 
cross, while achieved through human 
instrumentality, are inspired and ac- 
complished by the might that is di- 
vine. Therefore, where a body of 
people are moved deeply to implore 
the Divine Presence, his grace and 
direction, though for a moment the 
supplication may seem to be unan- 
swered, still, finally, beyond the seas, 
in the depths of darkest Africa, on the 
shores of ancient India, in the midst 
of superstitious China, the multitudes, 
turning unto Jesus, the Master, give 
evidence that God has heard and an- 
swered. 

And yet the question that comes to 
me to-night that I want for a few mo- 
ments to consider is simply this: 
Why is it so difficult to maintain the 
missionary concert of prayer? Why 
has that gathering of God’s people to 
supplicate him on behalf of world- 
wide missions, declined to a very 
great extent, and even in New Eng- 
land become a vanishing force? It 
cannot be that missions themselves 
have declined in interest, for those of 
you who read, even very superficially, 
the papers must know very well that 
that cause fills to-day the eyes of 
statesmen, of leaders of thought, of 
publicists, of every man of intelli- 
gence; and more is being said, more 
is being written, by those who are not 
connected with our churches than 
ever before upon this subject. 

Wherefore, then is it that it is so 
difficult to maintain the interest, even 


of Christians, in the missionary 
concert? I can speak from expe- 
rience. Through all my life I have 
magnified a few things. I have mag- 
nified the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper, as you know; I have tried to 
impress my people with the impor- 
tance of the prayer meeting; and 
through all the years of my ministry 
I have striven to have, in all of my 
churches, one night a month devoted 
to missions; and yet it has always 
been a very difficult thing to bring 
the members together and have them 
profoundly and deeply interested in 
that movement which lies so close to 
our Savior’s heart that it is embodied 
in his final commission. 

In smal! communities, and perhaps 
in some large communities, it may be 
that ministers themselves do not take 
as much interest as they ought, and 
that therefore the preparations are not 
made as fully and as carefully as they 
ought to be made for this service. In 
the rush and turmoil of a pastorate 
like this, I own that it is impossible, 
or next to impossible, for me to make 
arrangements such as ought to be 
made from month to month, and I 
have tried to have sub-committees 
appointed to do this work; but with 
all respect to them, somehow, after a 
meeting or two they seem to have 
abandoned it as beyond them. 

And so I take our own church as a 
sample, with our resources of work- 
ers, and ask, Why is it that the mis- 
sionary concert of prayer is so diffi- 
cult to maintain, even here in this 
building? The question is well 
worthy our consideration. We are 
at the cose of the nineteenth century, 
and we are naturally planning that 
the church work shall be rendered ef- 


63 


64 The Missionary Concert of Prayer 


fective in the century to come. Shall 
we abandon this meeting, or, in this 
coming century, shall we maintain it? 
If so, then, every man, woman and 
child connected with the church ought 
to realize that it is worth upholding 
and worth making a meeting full of 
attraction to all who may gather on 
the evening set apart for its observ- 
ance. 

I find when I call upon persons to 
take part in a missionary meeting that 
very frequently they are so hurried 
they have no time to make proper 
preparation, and give the matter very 
crude thought; and what is even 
worse, instead of getting up and 
speaking of their own personal inter- 
est in the missionary concert—which 
every member of the church ought to 
do—they stand up and read a letter 
from some personal friend in the field, 
in lieu of saying, “I am pledged to up- 
hold Christ and I am going to do it.” 
Why, that would be a meeting of 
power and life and would fill the 
whole church. Now, I have never 
had a meeting of that kind—never; 
never had a missionary concert where 
the deacons and the people arose and 
said, “I am pledged to this work and I 
am going to see that the necessary 
means are furnished.” Never once. 
That would be a grand meeting, but 
I have never had a people rise to that 
level of enthusiasm. 

I have found in many mission- 
ary concerts that the tendency is, 
if we call upon any of the brethren to 
take part, they will run to the Mrs- 
SIONARY MAGAZINE, or they will go 
and borrow several letters from their 
friends beyond the seas, and then they 
will come before the meeting and get 
up and read, and of course it has just 
the effect in a public meeting that a 
read sermon has. When you read a 


sermon the people do not care about 
it. If you cannot remember the great 
missionary facts so as to tell them, 
you cannot expect others to remem- 
ber them. Will you please bear that 
always in mind? 

In the missionary concert you will 


find the tendency is throughout New 
England that on an evening like this 
the minister often comes in hurriedly, 
and perhaps the deacon says, “This is 
the missionary concert night.” “Dear 
me,” the minister will say, “I forgot 
all about it,” turns to some passage of 
Scripture, reads it, and then says to 
some of the brethren, “Look up the 
MISSIONARY MAGAZINE;” and then 
they read an article. Most people do 
not read well, and it does not hold the 
people. They say, “What an uninter- 
esting meeting it is!” And they 
speak truly. 

Then sometimes our missionary 

meetings are killed beyond the possi- 
bility of resurrection by the everlast- 
ing money question. I do not see 
why, when we have a missionary con- 
cert, we should always go round with 
the boxes; it is done in no other 
prayer meeting. The collection box 
has taken away a good deal of life out 
of the missionary concert. I do not 
want to encourage you in not giving, 
but speak in this fashion because we 
have associated this one special meet- 
ing with collecting money; and that 
we cannot get together and talk of 
the extension of Christ’s kingdom 
without it is appalling. It is well to 
take a collection now and then, but 
not to connect. it always with one 
meeting, so that the people have that 
staring before them. 
Another thing. Sometimes not 
even content with one collection, 
whenever there is a missionary meet- 
ing, whether of men or women, peo- 
ple will be running around in behalf of 
half a dozen objects; selling some 
calendar, or soliciting subscriptions 
for a missionary journal or a fund for 
something else. That would break 
up any meeting in the world. 

There is a right way and a wrong 
way of doing this sort of thing. The 
thing is to get at the right way and do 
it. People have no interest in your 
long letter reading; no interest in the 
petty minor details of missionary life, 
which amounts to a sort of missionary 
gossip; but if the power of Jesus 


Christ, shown in successful touring 
from jungle to jungle amongst the 
people, is shown, the people will read- 
ily listen. 

Some reasons why the missionary 
concert is declining in New England 
and is a vanishing force is the ab- 
sence of an efficient committee. I 
would give anything in reason to have 
a really live committee in this church 
that would go to work and give us 
every Friday after the first com- 
munion a missionary concert full of 
life, full of power. That would double 
our collection in a year, and that with- 
out taking little collections on Friday 
nights. Can you give me a commit- 
tee of that kind? Where will you find 
the men to stand to it, and who will 
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make it a business to press that meet- 
ing from month to month, till this 
church shall be like a living coal of 
fire? That is just what is wanted in 
every church in New England, and 
when we have it, and when we minis- 
ters feel more deeply, and when we 
exercise a little more discretion in re- 
gard to bringing in a multitude of 
objects in little or large meetings, and 
distracting people, and having them 
confused in their minds as to just 
what is going on—then the mission- 
ary concert will resume its old power, 
and when its old power is resumed, 
there will be ample means at our dis- 
posal for the work, and heaven will 
rejoice, and the kingdom of darkness 
will tremble. 


THE TRUE MOTIVE 


The motive of giving for missions must 
ever be kept clear and distinct in the 
minds of Church people. No system, nat 
even the best that can be devised, will in- 
sure success without that deep underlying 
motive. No urgency of appeal will be ef- 
fective which loses sight of the great prin- 
ciple which lies at the basis of all interest 
in and enthusiasm for the Kingdom of 
God. It must be the love of Christ con- 
straining—the love which brought the Son 
of God from heaven to earth, that divine 
fervor which could find verbal expression 
only in the words “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” The 
Infinite One compassionating man in his 
lost estate, and reaching out through the 
ineffable sacrifice of his only begotten Son 
to rescue, redeem and bring to life eternal 
those who are dead in sin is the moving 
power. That love in all its measureless 
expanse, in all its expressions of tender- 
ness, in all its depth and variety of con- 
descension, reaching us and lifting us up 
into fellowship with itself, so that we too 
shall be ready for any sacrifice, for any ex- 
penditure of time, labor, or money, that 
we may make it known and bring its power 
of life to other souls,—that and that alone 
is the adequate motive for missions. 


CAN WE DO IT FOR CHRIST? 


HE words of Dr. Harry Guinness in 
Regions Beyond should be pondered by 
those Christians who complain of the sac- 
rifice of life in missions: “The Congo 
railway, which spans with its iron limbs 
the cataract region of two hundred and 
thirty miles, has involved not only an 
enormous outlay: in money, but a heca- 
tomb of human lives. No one will ever 
know how many graves have been neces- 
sitated by that stupendous work, and yet 
these obstacles have never for a moment 
been deemed insurmountable in face of 
the end in view. Whatever was in- 
volved in the way of suffering or 
of death was not to be taken into con- 
sideration; and even if the sum expended 
were more than a million sterling, this, 
too, should be gladly subscribed for the 
work in hand. Gigantic outlay is consid- 
ered advisable for the facilitation of trade 
and civilization. Shall it not be equally 
reasonable when expended on the spirit- 
ual elevation and eternal salvation of na- 
tions which sit in darkness? Are not the 
souls of men worth more than the rubber 
of the forest, or the ivory of the elephant? 
Belgian, French, English and Portuguese 
traders do not flinch from encountering 
the dangers of the Congo climate for the 
sake of worldly advancement. It were a 
thousand shames were we to lag behind!” 


FOUR GREAT NEEDS 


REV. JOSEPH WESTON, HOLLEY, N. Y. 


T is much than to easier to preach 
practise. It is much easier to find 
fault than to improve upon that which 
we criticise. Destruction is much 
easier than construction. We would 
much rather mention some things 
which are worthy of commendation 
than mention some things wherein 
we have reason for humiliation. But 
we must know where our defects are 
before we can remove them and we 
must find out or be told of our weak- 
nesses before we can “lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes.” 
That were a very foolish soldier who 
would feel unkindly toward a friend 
who pointed out the weak places in 
the fortification. We are waging a 
bloodless war for King Immanuel, but 
if we are perfectly honest in our 
statements we are not having as 
many victories as we ought to have, 
and as we must have, if we are going 
to win the world for God. 

Now what are some of the particu- 
lars in which we need to improve our 
methods of warfare and change our 
tactics in our conquests for Christ? 
What are some of the great needs 
which are manifest to those whose 
spiritual vision has been clarified and 
who like “the men of Issacher have 
understanding of the times and who 
know what Israel ought to do’? 
There are a great many needs which 
might be mentioned, but Dr. A. T. 
Pierson, it seems to us, puts the 
needs “in a nutshell,” at least most 
of them, when he says: “We need 
more information, more obligation, 
more consecration, more supplica- 
tion.” 

I. We need more information. We 
are not departing from the truth 
when we say that the great mass of 
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our church members know little or 
nothing of missionary trial and tri- 
umph either in the home land or in 
the regions beyond. Here and there 
you find a church where home and 
foreign missions are kept constantly 
to the front, but such churches are 
rare. They are “like angels’ visits, few 
and far between.” And it must be 
obvious that there can be no interest 
where there is no knowledge. How 
can people be interested in that of 
which they know little or nothing? 
“Facts are the figures of God which 
furnish fuel for missionary fires.” 
Now where does the blame lie? Who 
is responsible for this alarming lack 
of knowledge? 

1. Is it the fault of our missionary 
societies? Do they fail to print and 
publish the facts and figures relating 
to the work? Are they doing all that 
we can reasonably expect them to do 
in keeping the churches, the pastors 
and the people informed as to the 
progress and needs of the work? In 
answer to this question we may say 
that they are. During the past two or 
three years especially they have been 
doing grandly along this line. THE 
Baptist MisstoNARY MAGAZINE, the 
Home Mission Monthly, and The King- 
dom are publications that we as a de- 
nomination have reason to be very 
proud of. And these notable publica- 
tions, together with the almost num- 
berless tracts and booklets which are 
scattered broadcast and the excellent 
publications which are sent forth 
month by month by our various 
women’s societies, such as the Tid- 
ings, the Helping Hand and other 
publications, make any censure of 
our missionary societies utterly out 
of place. Apparently our societies are 


only too glad to provide in attractive 
form and distribute with a generous 
hand missionary literature when it 
will be really appreciated and judi- 
ciously used. 

2. Is it the fault of the mission- 
aries on the home or foreign field 
in failing to send items of interest re- 
lating to the work and workers? No, 
it is not. Here and there there are 
lazy and indifferent missionaries as 
there are lazy and indifferent pastors 
nearer home, but in the main they 
are only too glad to write personal 
letters and descriptive notes when 
anybody is anxious to get such con- 
tributions. We must acquit the mis- 
sionaries of blame. 


3. Is the fault with ourselves? Yes, 


it is chiefly. We do not know because 
we are not interested enough in 
the world’s redemption to take the 
trouble to inform ourselves. Of 
course I am not unmindful of the 
constant pressure of daily duties. In 
most homes and churches and stores 
and factories there is more than 
enough to do. Some of us may sit 
and sing ourselves away to everlast- 
ing bliss in the next world, but we 
have very little chance to do it in this. 
Indeed we should be very glad of the 
opportunity to try at least for a few 
days or weeks, once in a while. But 
making full allowance for the multi- 
plicity of our daily dutiesand themany 
calls of our church’s work and the 
limitations of our physical and mental 
endurance, yet the fact remains that 
most of us could know much more 
than we do know about the progress 
of the kingdom. Yes, we'll take the 
blame in part at least and say that we 
ourselves are chiefly culpable. But 
we are not wholly to blame for this. 

4. Our ignorance is due in part at 
least to the failure of our pastors to 
bring the matter before us more fre- 
quently. Some pastors rarely preach 
on missions and therein they do a 
great wrong to themselves, their 
churches and their Lord. The fact 
that there are “cranky” people in 
some of our churches who are not 
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interested in missions and would not 
be even though the work might be 
presented by the apostle Paul, should 
not deter the pastor in doing for 
others what they so much need to 
have done for them; namely, have 


their interest aroused and _ their 
minds informed concerning the prog- 
ress and the promise of the work 
which is being done and which ought 
to be done for those who are sitting 
in darkness and the shadow of death. 
But wherever the blame may lie, the 
fact is patent that we do need more in- 
formation. But we need something 
more than this. 

II. We need more obligation. It is 
not enough to know. Our knowl- 
edge must crystallize into action or it 
will condemn us at the bar of God. 
What right have we to say Lord, Lord, 
if we do not the things which he 
says? The old country proverb has 
it: “Pity without relief is like mustard 
without beef.” To know well is good, 
but to do well is better. The rea- 
sons why we should feel obligated to 
do our best for both home and for- 
eign missions are very plain. 

1. Common _ gratitude should 
prompt this. If we ourselves have 
really been renewed by God’s spirit 
and adopted into God’s family, then 
we ought to feel profoundly grateful. 
If the soul is infinitely valuable, as we 
believe it is, and if there is no other 
name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved, ex- 
cept the name of Christ, and if we 
feel and know that we have been 
saved through this name and shall ul- 
timately have an inheritance among 
the redeemed in heaven, then we must 
be ingrates indeed if we are not 
prompted to share with others the 
blessings which we enjoy. 


“Shall we whose souls are lighted with 
wisdom from on high, 

Shall we to men benighted the lamp of 
light deny? 

Salvation, O Salvation the joyful news 
proclaim, 

Till earth’s remotest nation has learnt 

Messiah’s name.” 
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2. Then common brotherhood and 
sisterhood should make us mission- 
aries to the very extent of our powers. 
God hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men who dwell on the face of 
the earth. One has well said, “I am 
not only my brother’s keeper, but | 
am my brother’s brother.” And shall 
we let our brothers and sisters stum- 
ble on in the darkness of death be- 
cause we are not interested enough 
to give them the light of life? Shall 
we allow them to die of spiritual star- 
vation when we might feed them with 
the bread of heaven? No, no, that 
would be utterly unworthy of us. 

3. Once more we should recognize 
our obligations along this line, be- 
cause the preservation of our local 
churches is a good deal more depend- 
ent upon this than we sometimes im- 
agine. If we want to strengthen and 
perpetuate our own beloved Zion we 
cannot do this more truly and surely 
than by helping our missionary enter- 
prises. ‘A church that is not a mis- 
sionary church will one day be a miss- 
ing church,” was one of Dr. A. J. 
Gordon’s striking sayings. The con- 
nection between the home field and 
the foreign field is most vital. We are 
all bound together in a bundle of life 
and we are all “nourished by the 
King’s country.” 

A writer in the Christian Endeavor 
World beautifully expresses the 
thought when he says: 


“Tt is a law of the spiritual world that 
all life that is centred upon itself, that 
exists for itself alone, withers and dies. 
Whosoever will save his life shall lose it. 

“This law is as binding for a church as 
for an individual. A church that wishes 
to preserve its own life, and that de- 
sires to know the more abundant life 
which Jesus offers to his people, must be 
a church whose life and love unceasingly 
flow out to others, wherever men are 
found who know not God and the salva- 
tion which he has provided in Jesus 
Christ.” 


4. And then, of course, the great 
commission which Christ gave to his 
church through his apostles leaves us 
no alternative. There is the com- 


Four Great Needs 


mand as clear as the daylight at noon- 
tide, and if we neglect it or ignore it 
we do so at our peril. It is not so 
much the question as to whether the 
heathen, either at home or abroad, 
will be saved without the gospel as to 
whether we shall-be saved if we do not 
give it to them. And this brings us 
to our third need, and that is, 

III. We need more consecration. 
Of this there will be no question. If 
it is true that we are not our own and 
that we have been bought with a price, 
then it follows that we should present 
all that we have and are to God, for 
we are his, and this is our reasonable 
service. We owe him our time, we _ 
owe him our talents, we owe him our 
money, we owe him our all. We 
might enlarge on these things, but 
they are so plain that they should 
need no special emphasis. Some time 
ago, in one of our missionary papers, 
there was a brief article on the Order 
of the Iron Cross, and it may be ap- 
propriately quoted in this connection: 


“More than seventy years ago the king 
of Prussia, Frederick William III., found 
himself in great trouble. He was carry- 
ing on expensive wars; he was trying to 
strengthen his country and make a great 
nation of the Prussian people, and he had 
not money enough to accomplish his 
plans. What should he do? If he stopped 
where he was the country would be over- 
run by the enemy, and that would mean 
terrible distress for everybody. 

“Now the king knew that his people 
loved and trusted him, and he believed 
that they would be glad to help him. He 
therefore asked the women of Prussia, as 
many of them as wanted to help their 
king, to bring their jewelry of gold and 
silver, to be melted down into money for 
the use of their country. Many women 
brought all the jewelry they had, and for 
each ornament of gold or silver they re- 
ceived in exchange an ornament of bronze 
or iron precisely like the gold or silver 
ones, as a token of the king’s gratitude. 
These iron and bronze ornaments all bore 
the inscription: ‘I gave gold for iron, 
1813.’ 

“No one will be surprised to learn that 
these ornaments became more _ highly 
prized than. the gold and silver ones had 
been, for it was a proof that the woman 
had given up something for her king. It 
became very unfashionable to wear any 


jewelry, for any other would have been a 
token that the wearer was not loyal to her 
king and country. So the Order of the 
Iron Cross grew up, whose members wear 
no ornaments except a cross of iron on 
the breast, and give all their surplus 
money to the service of their fellow-men.” 

How gloriously prosperous some 
of our missionary societies would be- 
come if our people would only give 
their surplus jewelry and surplus 
money toward this God honoring 
work of the world’s redemption! 

IV. The need of more supplication. 
Some can go to our mission fields, 
more can give,and all can pray. “Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest 
that he will send forth laborers into his 
harvest.” We need more supplica- 
tion, for prayer moves the arm that 
moves the world. “The sea sends its 
vapor up to heaven, not that it may 
drift in luxury against the blue sky, 
travelling leisurely over the lands, but 
that it may fall in refreshing showers 
upon the soil, that corn may grow and 
that flowers may deck the earth with 
beauty and fill it with gladness.” And 
so our petitions should ascend to 
God’s heaven, and if they do so ascend 
they will come down in gracious 
showers, making the wilderness and 
the solitary place glad and making 
the moral desert blossom like the 
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rose. We need to pray and we 
ought to pray for the young recruits, 
for the old veterans, for the native 
churches and helpers and for the no- 
ble men and women who are at the 
head of these great enterprises at 
home. And _ notwithstanding the 
many difficulties and dangers and dis- 
couragements connected with the 
work of the world’s evangelization, if 
we do our part, if we seek more infor- 
mation, feel more obligation, possess 
more consecration and crown all with 
more supplication, then the various 
departments of both home and for- 
eign missionary endeavor will be re- 
vitalized and the work will doubtless 
go forward as bright as the sun and 
as clear as the moon and as powerful 
as an army with banners. Then, in- 
deed, shall Zion awake and the daugh- 
ters of Judah be glad. Then shall we 
be hastening the golden prophecy of 
the golden day, when 


“People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on His love with sweetest song, 
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on His name.” 


For this blessed consummation let 
us all study and give and work and 
pray, and then ours will be the 
blessedness and His will be the praise. 


i the great question of commercial 

expansion, the labors of the mission- 
aries in all parts of the world have been 
appreciated by all intelligent rulers, and 
they have consequently been fostered and 
protected. A noted example of this line 
of policy has recently been furnished by 
the Emperor of Germany. Whatever may 
be said of the peculiarities sometimes 
exhibited by the Kaiser, it must be ad- 
mitted that his foreign policy has been 
definite, determined and brilliant, even if 
occasionally too aggressive. He has 
realized that one of the important agen- 
cies in-the development of the world and 
the extension of German influence is the 
establishment and protection of foreign 
missions. France learned this centuries 
ago, and from the time of Louis XIV 
she has been the protector of Catholic 
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missions. Though she excludes and de- 
rides them at home, in the Orient she has 
immemorially spread her zgis over them, 
and they have repaid her by extending 
to her and her interests the most perfect 
devotion. In China, since the earliest 
establishment of Catholic missions, the 
French minister has had sole charge of 
the claims of all members of Catholic 
missions, no matter what was the nation-_ 
ality of the claimant. Thus the Belgian, 
English, Italian, German, Spanish, in 
fact the Catholic of all nationalities 
looked to France alone as his mediator in 
all troubles, and it must be said that she 
has served him well. She has always 


been on the alert to secure rights and 
privileges, of which other nations have 
availed themselves under the favored- 
nation clause—Hon. CHartes DEnsy. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH AND 


WORLD-WIDE EVANGELIZATION 


“VW HAT in the New Testament 

conception is the relation ex- 
isting between the local church and 
world-wide evangelization?” I am 
furnished with two terms, “local 
church” and “world-wide evangeliza- 
tion,” and asked to point out not a 
relation, but the New Testament rela- 
tion between them. 

The question implies, and I fully 
accept the implication as legitimate, 
that in the mind of the Author of the 
New Testament these two facts do 
sustain a relation to each other. Let 
us see if the assumption is well 
founded, and if this relation can be 
defined. 

Almost the opening declaration of 
the New Testament is that “The 
Kingdom of Heaven (of God) is at 
hand.” We are plainly taught that 
Jesus came to institute the reign of 
God among men. He was the medi- 
ator of a new régime. Furthermore, 
both in the Old Testament and the 
New, both in the Gospels and the 
Acts and Epistles, it is plainly taught 
that this kingdom was to be world- 
wide. No narrower purpose is any- 
where discoverable. The Son of 
God held the world in the grasp of 
his love and purpose. Every refer- 
ence to the kingdom has in it the ele- 
ment and outlook of the universal. 
The prayer our Savior taught his dis- 
ciples held a world in its arms. 

After the ascension of Jesus and 
the wonders of Pentecost another in- 
stitution comes into prominence. 
This new institution is the local 
church. I am not discussing the ex- 
act date and place of its birth. I do 
not now seek its cradle. I am sim- 
ply emphasizing the obvious fact that 
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it came into increased prominence 
from the Day of Pentecost. Prior to 
that it had been mentioned but twice, 
if at all, subsequent to that it becomes 
a most conspicuous fact. The king- 
dom has not grown less prominent, 
but the church more, in the Acts and 
Epistles. 

The question naturally arises, 
What is the meaning of this growing 
institution? This much is true, it is 
a divine creation, for it is the church 
of Christ, the body of Christ, the pil- 
lar and ground of the truth. It was 
built by Christ. He purchased it with 
his blood. It is not an intruder in 
the divine economy. It is God’s 
thought embodied. This divine fact, 
the local church, sustains to the 
kingdom an instrumental relation. 
It came into existence in response to 
a divine need. Its purpose is to pro- 
mote, to extend the reign of God. It 
is a divine organism with a definite 
function. It embodies, actualizes, in- 
corporates the principle and spirit of 
the kingdom. It is a divinely or- 
dained means for the accomplishment 
of a divine purpose. It looks inward 
and outward. It is intensive and ex- 
tensive. It seeks the perfection of 
God’s reign in the lives of its mem- 
bers and extension of God’s rule over 
the lives of all men. 

The kingdom and the church are 
not and can never be identical. The 
kingdom is the larger thought. It 
embraces all who do God’s will, men 
and angels. The church is composed 
of the redeemed through the blood of 
Christ. The kingdom is first, then 
the church. The kingdom is the con- 
structive force. The church is the 
agent. It has no life of its own, no 
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power, no authority except that 
which comes from its great Head. 
The kingdom is a principle, a reign. 
The church in an institution, an in- 
strument. 

Local churches then are simply 
visible manifestations and _ instru- 
ments for the promotion of the king- 
dom. The question is, What is the 
limit of their obligation? The king- 
dom is for the world. Can the local 
church cherish a narrower ideal? 
Properly to answer this question, it 
is necessary to define the term “local” 
as applied to the church. In what 
sense is a church local? Does that 
word build a wall about the church 
that cannot be scaled? I am aware 
that many congregations put the em- 
phasis upon the word “local” rather 
than upon the word “church.” Instead 
of the essential and inherent nature 
and function of the church determin- 
ing the significance of theterm “local,” 
the reverse is true. The adjective 
limits the noun not in one direction 
only, it simply smothers it. Not only 


is a law of grammar violated, but far 
more, the purpose of God is vio- 
lated by permitting a word of human 
coinage to obscure, degrade and dis- 
honor an institution bought by the 


blood of Christ. Thus the church is 
made smaller than the term “local” 
that surrounds it, and a divine insti- 
tution is concealed in a diminutive 
vessel of human speech. 

Now the local church as it appears 
in the New Testament is local only in 
the matter of its definite earthly lati- 
tude and longitude. The term ap- 
plies solely to its geographical situa- 
tion. It is local only in the sense that 
it occupies a place. It is God’s 
thought bursting into light at a cer- 
tain point in the world. It is simply a 
localized manifestation of a universal 
power. It is local in the sense of con- 
venience and effectiveness. It is 
simply the drawing together in one 
place of men and women who are one 
in the Holy Spirit, for the purpose of 
worship and service. It is a divine 
accommodation to human limitations. 


The characteristic element is not hu- 
man limitations, it is divine power, 
wisdom, and love. The local church 
in New Testament thought is local in 
no other respect. In its sympathies, 
its prayers, its influence, its purpose, 
it is a world power. It pauperizes it- 
self and fails of its mission when it is 
content with an outlook narrowerthan 
the whole world. It is an instrument 
for culture and conquest, of culture 
for conquest. 

The local church is the working 
force of the kingdom. Perhaps it 
would be better to say it is the force 
with which the kingdom works. It 
supplies the men and the means for — 
the promotion of the kingdom. It 
may boast of its orthodoxy, and glory 
in its ordinances; it may call itself 
the true church and rattle the chain of 
an unbroken succession; but when it 
loses this idea of its larger purpose it 
lapses from the dignity of a New Tes- 
tament church. It has become blind- 
ed in vision or perverted in spirit. 

The method adopted for cultivat- 
ing its field will be determined by its 
location in the world. We conceive 
of it as the starting point of a series 
of concentric and enlarging circles, 
the last of which circumscribes the 
globe. It must do its work in its local 
sphere personally. That is, every 
member has a personal part in its 
evangelistic, educational and spirit- 
ual activities. 

But as the sphere enlarges, such 
work is impossible because of human 
limitations, hence arises the necessity 
of working representatively. The 
whole church cannot go to China or 
India, but the church can send a rep- 
resentative and with its sympathies, 
prayers and means can support him 
in his labors. The church at Antioch 
cannot go to Asia Minor, but under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit it 
can send Barnabas and Saul. Thus 
in the economy of God every local 
church can constantly repeat the pen- 
tecostal miracle of speaking in 
tongues. And it is a sublime inspira- 
tion for a church to know that as 
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they assemble in their home sanctu- 
ary, their representatives are speak- 
ing in all the tongues under heaven 
of his love whom they have met to 
worship. 

The New Testament thought lays 
the burden of world-wide evangeliza- 
tion upon the heart and shoulders of 
each local church. It is a high honor, 
a divine distinction, a heavenly pre- 
rogative, but it brings also a tremen- 
dous obligation. 

The New Testament © churches 
stood for local church independence 
coupled with the sense of local 
church obligation. No church of the 
apostles was ever heard.to say: “An- 
tioch,” “Jerusalem,” “Rome,”. “Cor- 
inth,” “is my field.” They built no 
walls of selfishness about themselves. 


They rose to nobler conceptions. - 


They had wider vision and deeper 
insight. The Master who was their 
Head had said the “field is the 
world,” and the apostles who carried 
his message breathed the same world- 
wide purpose. 

The New Testament church in its 
propagation of world-wide evange- 
lization grasped the other divine idea 
of co-operation. There is no conflict 
between local autonomy and denomi- 
national co-operation. They are both 
divine methods. To refuse one in 
order to emphasize the other, or to 
sink one out of sight in order to facil- 
itate the other, is not only hurtful as 
a practical policy, it is subversive of a 
divine order. There is a tendency in 
some quarters to insist on independ- 
ency to the exclusion of co-operation, 
and the result is a set of isolated, 
crystallized, unscriptural, ecclesiasti- 
cal units. The tendency in other 
quarters is to emphasize co-opera- 
tion up to the point of absolute con- 
trol, thus eliminating church inde- 
pendency, and the result has been a 
man-made ecclesiastical oligarchy or 
monarchy which is totally foreign to 
and subversive of the New Testa- 
ment thought. But between these two 
extremes the Holy Spirit worked out 


the better way. God’s thought as re- 
vealed in the New Testament is local 
independence linked in loving co-op- 
eration. Thus is attained the perfect 
balancing of prerogative and obliga- 
tion. 

It requires no unusual insight to 

discover that the danger of our peo- 
ple is not in the direction of undue 
co-operation. In truth we tend toward 
the other extreme. Co-operation has 
been opposed because in some quar- 
ters it has not been safeguarded and 
has run riot. But the abuse of a prin- 
ciple does not warrant the disuse of it. 
Co-operation was not adopted in or- 
der to relieve a local church of any 
weight of obligation or to rob it of 
any vestige of independence, or to 
subject it to ecclesiastical authority 
and control. It is a broader applica- 
tion of the spirit of fellowship. Just 
as individual Christians by uniting in 
a local church become more effec- 
tive, so the churches uniting in co- 
operative work can accomplish great- 
er results. The truth I desire to em- 
phasize is that the principle of co-oper- 
ation is as truly divine as that of local 
independence. For the churches of 
Macedonia when co-operating for 
the relief of the poor at Jerusalem 
were as really guided by the Holy 
Spirit as was the church at Antioch 
when it sent forth Saul and Barna- 
bas. 
- But it must be borne constantly in 
mind that the divine obligation rests 
upon the local church. It is the 
source, the instrument of evangeliza- 
tion. It must do the work. Boards 
are only channels through which it 
pours its energies. God hasten the 
day when every local Baptist church 
will grasp the high truth that it is not 
only a divine institution, but that it 
has a world-wide mission, and upon it 
rests world-wide obligations. It is 
God’s instrument for winning a lost 
world. It should cherish visions of 
world conquest and rejoice in the fact 
that God hath appointed it to such a 
sublime service. 


REV. 


“THERE is more Christianity in 

America than in any other coun- 
try in the world, and possibly more 
than in all the rest of the world put 
together. I am not using the word 
“Christianity” in its broadest sense. I 
am not now including all that goes by 
the name of Christianity. What I 
mean is, there is more vital Christian- 
ity, more spiritual effectiveness, in 
America than in any other country. I 
am not saying that other countries 
may not have specimens of deeper, 
stronger spirituality, but in America 
there is more of it. In the aggregate, 
America has the largest amount of 
vital Christian effectiveness. Not- 
withstanding all the formalism, Uni- 
tarianism, Agnosticism, and indiffer- 
entism of this country, if the spiritual 
forces of the world were balanced, I 
am not sure that America would not 
outweigh all the world outside of 
America. The last Baptist year book 
reports eighty-seven per cent of the 
membership of the Baptist denomi- 
nation in North America and only 
thirteen per cent outside of North 
America. So far as our own denomi- 
nation is concerned, can there be any 
question? It would seem that eighty- 
seven per cent of Baptist Christianity 
in America ought to outweigh thir- 
teen per cent outside of America. 
Fifty-eight per cent of Congregation- 
alism is in America and forty-two per 
cent outside of America. A promi- 
nent Methodist divine gives it as his 
conviction that eighty per cent of 
Methodism is in America. Fully one- 
half of vital, effective Presbyterianism 
seems to be in America. When you 
consider the American spirit,the free- 
dom of conscience here enjoyed, the 
unfettered opportunity to develop the 
spiritual life; when you consider the 
vast stores of wealth at the disposal 
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of Christian citizens,at least this must 
be said: To American Christianity 
much has been given and where much 
is given, much is required. Some- 
where American Christianity has a 
goal. 

In meditating on this theme, my 
second thought is that everything in 
creation finds its goal outside of itself. 
There is not a created thing which 
legitimately finds the end of its exist- 
ence in itself. Nothing lives to itself, 
nothing dies to itself. Yonder sun 
lives that it may give light, heat and 
energy to worlds millions of miles in 
the distance. The spear of grass 
builds up its tissue and develops itself 
that it may give itself to the ox, the 
ox gives himself to man, and man, if 
he attains his goal, gives himself to 
God. 

Everywhere I find the lesson. The 
ocean gives its mists to the clouds, 
the clouds give their dew to the earth, 
the earth gives its water to the rivers 
and the rivers give back to the ocean. 
In the past, in the future; at the right, 
at the left; in the heavens above or 
the earth beneath; in frozen winter, 
melting spring, heated summer, dying 
autumn; on the mountains, in the val- 
leys; on the hills and over the plains; 
on every flower of the field and every 
oak of the forest; on the wings of the 
wind and the waves of eternity, I find 
the lesson, give, give, give. Your 
goal is outside of yourself. 

You are worth just as much and no 
more than is your ability to give. 
Here is a locomotive standing at the 
head of a train. The engineer moves 
his lever and the locomotive reveals 
the effect of forces within, but it does 
not draw the train. Cut the train in 
two, but the locomotive will not draw 
half the train. Take all the cars off 
but one, but the locomotive will not 
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draw one car. Take off the last car 
and the locomotive propels itself 
beautifully, but you may run it into a 
shop and repair it all you please, it 
cannot be made to draw a car. Asa 
locomotive, how much is it worth? 
What will the railroad company give 
for it? Not accent. Smash it up for 
old iron. A locomotive is worth just as 
much and no more than is its ability 
to give motion to a train, and the lo- 
comotive which will give motion to 
one hundred cars is worth twice as 
much as the locomotive which will 
give motion to only fifty cars. The 
spear of grass is worth just as much 
and no more than is its ability to give 
nourishment to the ox. You are 
worth just as much to the world as 
you give to the world. American 
Christianity is worth just as much to 
the world as it gives to the world. Its 
goal is outside of itself. 

Christianity is essentially expan- 
sive. I am not able to understand how 
a Christian can be other than an ex- 
pansionist. Christ said, “Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 
the whole creation.” ‘Go disciple all 
the nations.” Paul said, “Both to 
Greeks and Barbarians I am debtor, 
both to the wise and to foolish.” 
Christ said, “That repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached in 
his name unto all nations beginning 
from Jerusalem.” I have not forgot- 
ten Paul’s words, “If any man pro- 
vides not for his own, and especially 
for his own house, he has denied the 
faith and is worse than an _ unbe- 
liever.” Religion begins at home, but 
it does not end at home. My first ob- 
ligation is to my home, my second 
obligation is to my local church, my 
third to my state, my fourth to my 
country, my fifth to the world. My 
obligation is to the world, including 
my home. This same truth applies to 
the local church. Scores of illustra- 
tions might be produced. I give one. 
I know a church which in 1885 called 
a pastor, who was a great and 


good man, but he was a central- 
izer. Everything which was done 
religiously by that church must be 
done inside the walls of that church 
building. They must bring the 
people there. No local missions 
were allowed. During the pastorate 
there was some progress and the pas- 
tor resigned eventually, leaving about 
sevenhundred Baptistsinthe city. The 
new pastor was of another stamp. He 
said to his young people, “You are 
dying of the dry rot for lack of some- 
thing to do. Get out into this city 
and honeycomb it with local mis- 
sions.” I have a statistical report 
after nine years of the new departure 
and instead of seven hundred Bap- 
tists in the city, there were fifteen 
hundred. There were nine churches 
and six missions, and the original 
church had a larger membership than 
it had when the new movement be- 
gan. The city had increased in popu- 
lation seventy per cent. The Baptist 
membership had increased one hun- 
dred and seven per cent, thirty-seven 
per cent more rapidly than had the 
population of the city increased. 
Some people think that Christ said to 
thedisciples,““Go into all the churches 
and preach the gospel.” He said no 
such thing. The self-centred church 
never will find its goal. : 

The same principle applies to 
American Christianity. 

I am the general superintendent of 
our work in the state of Wisconsin 
and I might push my work until 
every person who treads Wisconsin 
soil is a Baptist. Has Wisconsin 
achieved her goal? Nay, verily. When 
Wisconsin in unison with other 
Christian forces shall have told the 
story of Jesus to every child of Adam. 
the world around, there will come 
back a tidal wave of salvation such as 
the world never has seen and never 
will see until she obeys the great 
commission, and then American 
Christianity will have achieved her 
goal. 


PERSONAL NOTICES 


Rev. S. W. HAmMBLEN and family sailed 
from San Francisco, November 20, return- 
ing to Sendai, Japan. 

Mrs. Dr. A. K. Scott and Miss Mary 
K. Scott have returned to Swatow, China, 
from Kobe, Japan, whither they went at 
the time of the riots in China. 

Miss M. ANNA CLaGETT has returned 
from America to Tokyo, Japan. 

Rev. W. A. Stanton and wife of 
Kurnool, India, arrived at New York, No- 
vember 10, and will reside at Bouckville, 
N. Y. 

Rev. Georce A. Hunt ey, M. D., has 
returned from Japan to his station in Han- 
yang, China. 

Mrs. J. E. CroucH has returned from 
Germany to Ongole, India. 

Rev. C. H. Fincu,M. D., and wife, of 
Suifu, China, have reeturned to the United 
States. 


Rev. Wm. Rynp and wife reached Yo- 
kohama October 22, returning Osaka, Ja- 
pan, also Rev. Cuarves B. TENNy, desig- 
nated to Kobe, and Miss Grace E. 
Hucues, for Sendai. 


Miss Epita WItLkinson of Swatow, 
China, having gone to Japan on account 
of the war, has entered upon temporary 
service in the Baptist Mission girls’ 
school, “Mary L. Colby Home,” Yoko- 
hama. 


Mrs. Mary W. Buruoe reached Ran- 
goun, Burma, October 28. 


Rev. SuMNER R. Vinton and wife and 
Mrs. Jutia H. Vinton arrived at Ran- 
goun, Burma, November 9. 


Rev. Tuomas Moopy of Lukunga, 


Congo, Independent State, reached New 
York, December 30. 


MAINE, $182.17. 


DONATIONS 


RECEIVED IN DECEMBER, 1900. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, $123.78 


School, for sup. Moung 


Kyaw, care Rev. C. L. 


Livermore Falls ch........ 700 Nashua, Crown Hill C. E. 2 50 
Springvale ch., ¥. P. Franklin Falls, Ist ch.... 10 64 Brookville ch......... 
C. E.......cs.eseeeeee. 215 Lakeport, Mrs. Ann E. Milford, Pine St. ch...... 5 28 
Rumford Falls ch........ 13 23 Hall 1000 Brewster ch..........-... 632 
North Haven ch., tow. sup. Plaistow ch..........+.++ 300 Hingham B. Y¥. P. U., 
Rey. J. E. Clough...... 13 98 Hampton Falls ch........ 23 64 tow. sup. Dah Poo, care 
Waterville S. S., tow. sup. Concord, Sw. Y. P. S., for Dr. Bunker : 20 00 
Lamboram, nat. pr. care nat. miss’y, care Rev. Winchester B. Y¥. P. U. 
Rey. P. H. Moore (not O. L. Swanson......... 40 00 for nat. pr. in Burma. 
... 4941 North Londonderry ch., 25 00 
Freeport, Mrs. E. ©. Mer- Rev. Arthur Locke...... 200 winchester, ist ch..... 10 00 
6 00 North Conway ch., Rev. Brockton, Sw. ch sup. 
Nobleboro, Ist ch., Bible Arthur Locke.......... 2 00 
Class, for Pa Hah, nat. L. 
Dr. Bunker 5 00 VERMONT, $228.27. Dorchester, Emmanuel ch., 
urlington, 1st 4 75 Al . 
A. Atchley Chester, ist ch.......... Bl West Somerville, “Bible 
N. Bennington ch........ 35 Class of S. S., for work, 
St. Johnsbury ch., eare Dr. Bunker. 
Was, wh. is from B. Y. of Lah Pooh, care Rev. 
B. Phillips. le 200 and $1 from s. S$ West Somerville ch., W. 
Ww. W. W. Cornwall ch..... L. Teele, tow. sup. Au- 
gustine, care Rev. I. 8. 
ee oe $10 towards — East Poultney ch., sup. Beverly, 1st ch........... 100 00 
Miss Converse....... Worcester, Main St. ch., 
Brooklin ch 5 78 MASSACHUSETTS 409.83. wen 30 42 
ch. for Dr. » $2, Worcester, Dewey St. ch 56 57 
Lawrence, Ist ch., Bible Roxbury, Y. P. Cc. E. 
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of Elm Hill ch., for sup. 
Roxbury, from well wish- 
ers ($500 of wh. is from 
G. H. Hills of the Dud- 
ley St. ch., for circulat- 
ing the J. R. Motte Book) 
“ee Hill ch. ¥. P. 8. 
Winter 
Bernardston, Ist ch., $6 - 
wh. is from B. Y. P. 
Bondsville, N. E. 


Fall River, 3d ch......... 
Gloucester, Ist ch....... 
Woodville 
Roslindale 


Lowell, Branch St. ch., for 
work in India in Famine 
Fields 

South Bridge, Central s. 
S., for sup. Moung Sait, 
a nat. worker, care Rev. 
Cc. L. Davenport........ 

Westboro, Ist ch......... 

Allston ch., a friend...... 

Newton Centre, A. W. 
Benton 

Mrs. C. Wil- 

Brookline ch., Mrs. C. 
Spaulding, ‘special off’g 

Orange, Mrs. M. C. hd 


Boston, Ist ch., Sam’l N. 
Brown, of wh. $50 is for 
circulating the J. R. 
Motte 

Boston, Dr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Ashmore, a Christmas 
offering to the Master 
Himself to help Him get 
the dominion promised 


Him by the Father..... 
Boston, Dudley St. ch..... 
Weston ° 


Stoneham 
Salem, ist ch.......... 
Salem, Calvary ch., $7 of 
wh. is fr. Y. P. $. C. E. 
Mount Hermon ch., for 
wk. in China........... 
Weymouth S. S.......... 
Huntington ch............ 
Newtonville, Walter J. 
Payne 
Fitchburg, Mrs. L. Jewett, 
a Christmas offering. . 
Millis, E. D. Sawyer..... 
Turner’s Falls ch......... 
Reading, ist Bible School 
Northboro, Mrs. I. A. 
Bemis 
Bridgewater, Ist ch...... 
Brewster 
East Milton ch., tow. sup. 
Saw Pa, care Dr. Bun- 
BOF 
S. Newton Cutler......... 
Salem, ist Y. P. 8. 
Russell, Bat 
Fairfield C. E. S......... 
Springfield, the Highland 
ch., tow. sup. of Rev. 
J. E. Clough, Ongole.... 
West Springfield, 1st ch., 
for sup. Moung Yah, care 
Rev. C. L. Davenport... 
Cambridge, ist S. S..... ° 


RHODE ISLAND, $780. 


Providence, ist ch. spe- 


cial contribution........ 500 


East Providence, 2d ch., 
for Oct., Nov., Dec..... 


Donations 


Providence, Mrs. Julia A. 
Shedd, deceased..... eve 


Providence, Central ch.... 142 00 


Newport, Central ch..... ° 
East Greenwich, Ist ch... 
North Kingstown, 1st ch.. 
Pawtucket, Ist Y. P. S. C. 

E., Rob’t Wilson....... 
Edgewood, A. A. L....... 


CONNECTICUT, $262.92. 


Putnam ch., special col- 
Stonington Borough, ist 
GR 
Meriden, ist C. E......... 
Rainbow, of wh. $25 is 
from H. P. Clark, and 
$25 from Geo. W. Hodge 
and wife, for education 
of nat. pr., care Rey. A. 
GMD. 
South Windsor ch........ 


Thompson 
Stratfield ch......... 
Norwich, Central ch.. 
H{artford, Swedish ch..... 
Bridgeport, East Wash. 

AVG. 


NEW YORK, $2,054.23. 


Rushford Ch. 
Port Jefferson, Ist ch..... 
Buffalo, Delaware Ave. 

Buffalo, Cedar St. ch..... 
Walesville ch., annual col- 

Deposit 
No. Hector ch....... 


Elmira Y. P. 8S. C. E., "per 
Lottie Mather, for’ Loi 
Kaw Mission........... 

Rochester, students of 
Theological Seminury... 

Rochester, 2d cu., fow. 
sal. Rev. C. B. Tenny, 

Saratoga Springs, ist ch.. 

Fultonville, Calvary ch... 

Philadelphia 8S. S., for 
sup. boy in Rev. W. O. 
Valentine's Boys’ School, 
Mandalay, Burma ...... 

Schenectady, Ist ch...... 


Castorland ch......... eee 
Auburn, ist 


Jamestown ch......... ene 

Jamestown S. S.......... 

Blodgett Mills > 
S 


Homer, ist 
Milan-Locke S8. s.. 
McLean S........ 
Cortland, Mem’l ch....... 
Cortland, Mem’! 8, S..... 
Moriah ch...... 
Moriah 8. S..... 
East Pembroke y. _ 
Tarrytown ch..... 
Low’s Corners ch..... 2000 
Kingston, Ist Y. P.. oe 


Cohoes ch........ 


Brooklyn, Emmanuel ch.. 


Greenport ch........ 
Chittenango S. S......... 
East Clarence ch....... ° 
Syracuse, Tabernacle ch.. os 
Yates Centre S. S....... > 


South West ch........... 


New York, Mt. Morris ch. 
New York, Epiphany ch. 
New York, Ist Sw. ch.... 
New Rochelle S. S8........ 
New Rochelle ch......... 
Comstock ch........... oe 
Sharon Springs S. S.. 
Syrdcuse, Ist ch. of "wh. 
Borough of 
Union Course ch....... 
Penn Yan C. E. Society.. 
New York, Ralph L. Cut- 
ter, tow. supt. Dr. 


Huntley and wife....... 200 


2,062 28 


Correction: Less am’t re- 
ceived in Oct. from Far- 
ther Lights Society, Hil- 
ton, N. Y., refunded to 
BOR. 


2,054 23 
NEW JERSEY, $1,497.36. 


Bayonne, Bergen Point 
ch., tow. sup. Dr. 


Paterson, ist ch., for 


a friend....... 
E. New Jersey Asso., A 
friend, tow. sal. of Rev. 
Paterson, 4th Y. 


Morristown ch............ 892 


Bloomfield ch., sup. of Rev. 

Netcong ch. and 8. S..... 
Haddon Heights ch....... 
Geo 
New Brunswick, Ist ch... 
Cedarville 
Mullica Hill ch........... 
Greenwich 
Salem, ist 
Atlantic Highlands ch.... 


PENNSYLVANIA, $2,168.85. 


Pittsburg, C. P. Wilbur.. 
Pittsburg, 4th Ave. ch., 


Pittsburg, 4th Ave. ch., 
for work in India Fam- 

Erie, ist ch., tow. sup. 
Rev. J. E. Clough..... ° 

Gethsemane ch., Phil., 
og coll., Sept. and 


Lehigh Ave. ch., 2 yr. 
oft’ 


Falls of Schuylkill 8. s.. 
Chestnut Hill ch., special 
Philadelphia, 5th ‘ch 
Philadelphia, 1st ch., add’l 
Richmond Y. P. S. C. E... 
Frankford ch...... 
Bridgeport Y. P. S. C. E. 
Norristown, 2d ch........ 
Bethany, Fox Chase, Ir., 


Cc. 
Hatboro Y. P. S. C 
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Albany, Hope ch......... 


Port Alleghany ch....... 21 70 
Springfield ch............-- 3 00 
Westover ch...........-- 7 30 
Phoenixville ch.......... 24 33 


Richardsville ch.......... 
Meadville Wom. Soc...... 


5 
Danville, Ist ch......... 5 
0 
Vandergrift ch...........6 37 
West Newton ch.......... 32 
West Newton ch., Ind.... 4 
Oakland ch., P’g, bal. 

acct., sal Dr. Briton 

Corlies 
Washington ch...... . 
Connellsville ch...... 


Harrison C. E. Soc....... 1 85 
Harrison 8S. S........- ante 87 
Cherry Flats ch.... 
Brown Township ch 
Charleston ch....... 
Galeton ch........ 
Philadelphia, "Bethlehem 
ch., balance, for nat. 
prs. and hopsital asst., 
care Rev. M. B. Kirk- 
patsiok, BM, 
Philadelphia, Trinity Y. 
P. Asso., for work, care 


80 00 


25 690 
Pb‘ladelphia, 3d 
town B. Y. P. U., for 
nat. pr., 
Halistead Y. P. S. C. 
for nat. pr., Kayan Tha, 
eare Rev. L. W. Cronk- 
16 00 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, $168. 


Warkirgton, Calvary ch., 
special off’g from friends 150 00 

Washington, & 
Cc 


Mt. Tebor ch.. 


Morgantown ch,....... 
Morgantown S....... 
Ripley, Miss Jane Jeffers. 1 00 
Two Runs, B. M. League 2 35 
Lumberport ch.... 
So 10 00 
Little Otter ch....... oo 
New England ch...... oon OD 
Pleasant View ch........ 2 00 
Fayetteville, Mrs. G. W. 

Huddleston ........ 
Mt. Olivet ch........ a 
Point Pleasant ch........ 8 50 

OHIO, $581.30. 

Granville, a friend........ 500 
Dayton, Linden Ave. 

Woman’s Missionary Soc., 

$8.10 of wh. is for 

Bible woman’s’ work, 

care Miss Scott, and 

— of ™ for work on 

Valley ch., “Alice Smith 

Hyemiltoa, 1st ch. Go 
Wooster, a friend......... 5 00 


Donations 


Gloucester ch., for year 
ending Oct. 1, 1900..... 4 45 
Cincinnati, Men’s Miss’y 
Soc. of Lincoln Park In- 
stitutional ch..........- 15 00 
Toledo, S. M. Rhoades, 
for sup. of B. Vermah 
student, care Rev. J. M. 
West Union ch........... 2 
Lima, B. Y. P. U., tow. 
sup. nat. pr., care Dr. 
Bunker, Burma........ . ¥ 
Cambridge ch.. 1 
Salem S........ 
Madigon 
Cleveland, ist ch......... 
Cleveland, East End §. 8. 
Cleveland, 3d ch. Y. P. 8. 
C. E., tow. sup. nat. pr. 
Dayton, Central ch...... 
Dayton, Rev. F. G. Cressey 
New Harmony ch......... 
Addyston 
Cincinnati, Mt. ‘Auburn ch. 5 
Wyoming ch., of wh. $100 
is to const. Anna R. 
Shipley, L. M..... 
Miami Asso. collection.... 
Toledo Mem’! ch.......... 


INDIANA, $2,127.12. 


Auburn, Mrs. M. A. Ehlers, 
$1 of wh. is from Mrs. 


a 


BRS ssasss ss 


a 


2: 


Indianapolis, Simon 
Yandes, for mission work 

Friendship ch......... 

Seymour, ist ch......... 

Mill Creek ch........ 

Friendly Grove ch 

Boonville ch..... 

New Marion ch.. 

Bicknell ch...... 

Edwardsport ch... 

Maria Creek ch........... 

Washington ch......... eee 

Washington S. S......... 


ILLINOIS, $482.47. 
Griggsville ch., add’l, Miss 
Martha Ball... cccccces 
Rock Island a Christmas 
gift, Mrs. P. E. Sinnet.. 
Dover, W. L. Dean...... ° 
Downer’s Grove Y. P.... 
Joliet, E. 


mS ssssrszsass & 


Geo. Campbell 
Champaign ch., 
Danville ch., 
Indianola ch., for do 


° 

= 
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88 3883 AKSSS 


Mansfield ch., 
Tuscola ch., ‘tor 
Walnut Grove, Mrs. P. M. 
Tucker 
Walnut 


a 


Tacker 
Walnut Grove, J. K. Tucker 


Same 


Ro 


Englewood Y. P. sup. Rev. 
J. 8S. Adams 


~ 


aga Park, Mr. Thos. Pat- 


Woodstock. Miss J. E. 
Sondericker ............ 400 
Dundas, Rev. V. Colbert. . 5 00 
Pawpaw 8000 


Prairie City, Mrs. Lora A. 

Bayte ....- 
Cordova ch.. 
Cordova Y.P...... 
Roseville ch...... 


557 47 
Correction: Less amount 
credited in Nov. by mis- 

482 47 
IOWA, $193.81. 
Boone, Mrs. Elizabeth Jen- 

A friend. . 40 00 
Paullina, E. Blood- 

200 
Shell Rock ch.. ORES 13 15 
La Porte, D. Hanchett... 45 00 
Charles City ch........... 2 54 
Sioux City, Sw. ch..... 8 42 
Towa Falls ch........ 
Pleasant Valley ch..... ne 02 
coon 
Farmington ch..... 16 00 
Sibley ch..... 18 00 
1300 
MICHIGAN, $384.92. 
Benton Harbor, Rev. L. 

Detroit, 18th St. S. S., 

ag Junior Miss’y Work- 

15 00 
quench, Mrs. R. C. Tenner 10 00 
Clarkston ch....... 
Detroit, 1st ch........ cooe 
Imlay City ch.. - 1540 
Imlay City B. Y. 2 00 
Grand Rapids, Wealthy 

eo 
Eaton Rapids ch......... - 68 59 
Jackson, ist ch....... 45 00 
Kalamazoo, Bethel ch.. ae Co 
Kalamazoo §S. S.......... 11 92 
Midland, K. H. Johnson.. 5 00 
Baldwin, Prairie ch...... - 400 
Manistique, Scand. ch., 

Christmas offering...... 5 32 
Ann Arbor, Ist ch...... 106 93 


MINNESOTA, $299.96. 


Duluth, 1st ch., Z. Scott. . 
Cokato ch., to repair mis- 
sionary property, Ohina.. 
Long Prairie ch., Sw.... 
Duluth, ist Sw. ch. 
Duluth, ist Sw: Y. P. S. 


Cc. E 
Stanley, A. H. Grant...... 


h. 
Mpls., E. C. 
Mpls., Olivet ch........ 
Mpls., Immanuel ch..... 


Re as 


Mpls., Bethesda ch...... 
Cheney, Mrs. J. G. 
St. Paul, 1st ch., a friend 
Clark’s Grove ch........ 


ar 
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Huntington ch............ 47 96 
Milesburg ch............. 2010 
Lewistown ch............ 20 78 
New Bethlehem ch........ 14 C7 100 
2 97 31 39 
00 811 
23 21 89 
50 
30 
ll 
00 
00 
23 
45 
73 
‘ North Ten Mile ch....... 60 
78 
WEST VIRGINIA, £71.31. 
Mahomet ch., 
5 
Chicago, ist ch., Mrs. 
Sarah B..Haigh......... a 
Chicago, Mem’l ch........ 11 


78 


WISCONSIN, 


Merrimack, Mrs. E. S. 
Martin, deceased........ 
Merrimack, M. T. Martin, 


M. D 
River Falls ch.. 
Ash Ridge ch 
Manawa ch 
Elk Grove, Geo. Millman 
West Superior ch 
Ashland ch 
Appleton ch., 
Neenah Union ch., bal.... 


MISSOURI, $3. 
La Grange, 


KANSAS, $241.54. 


Florence 8 
Liberty ch 


Kansas City, Ist Y. P. S., 
tow. sup. nat. pr, 
Moung San Oo, care 
Rev. C. L. Davenport... 

Waverly 

Delaware ch 

Delaware S. S.. 

Sabetha ch 

Sabetha, Rev. 8S. J. Miner, 
tow. life membership of 
Rev. G. F. Armington, 
Sabetha ... 


Jennings ch 

Concordia ch 

Concordia Junior Y. P. S. 
des. to India 

Riverdale ch 

Uniondale ch 

Uniondale S. S 

Uniondale Individual... 

Minneapolis Y. P. S. des. 
to Rev. Wm. Hopkins, 
Secunderabad, India..... 


Colfax ch 
Kansas City, Sw. Seat 
Wichita, West Side. 


NEBRASKA, $105.24. 


Wahoo, Mrs. W. I. Coburn 
Weston ch., for work, care 
Rev. O. Hanson......... 
Glendale ch 
Burchard ch... 
Guide Rock ch........... 
Hamilton Sw. W. C...... 
Oakland Sw. ch.......... 
Bellwood, W. C., tow. sup. 
nat. worker, Moung Le, 
care Rev. C. L. Daven- 
— ch., for Rev. C. Nel- 
Kifwa.. 
Bethesda ch.. 


COLORADO, $120.95. 


Denver, Zion ch. Y. P., 
tow. sup. nat. pr. at 
Banza Manteke......... 

Loveland ch., Wom. Miss’y 
Soc., for work in Burma 

Cripple Creek ch.......... 

Cripple Creek Y. P. S.... 

Cripple Creek W. C...... 

Anaconda ch 


$87.33. 


SSsss 


Donations 


Denver Sw. ch 
Boulder, Girls S. S. Class, 
tow. sup. w. 
Pyo, care Rev. 
Davenport 
Lamar 


CALIFORNIA, 
Hynes, Geo. Matson... 


6 
38 
$291.63. 
+++ 100 

3 
6 


Los Angeles, Mem’1 ch., 
Miss P. E. Myrick 

Oakland, 10th Ave., B. B. 
Jacques, tow. sup. nat. 
pr., Ko Kye, care Rev. 
J. E. Hen- 


88S 


Santa Barbara 
Santa Barbara, for China 
Reedley, A. P. Anderson, 
of wh. $2 is for sup. of 
child, care Rev. C. Nel- 


SRESSS 


OREGON, $47.25. 
Portland, a friend 
Arlington ch 
Portland, Sw. Gideon’s 
Army, sup. nat. pr., Saw 
Kaw Ker, care Dr. Bun- 
BOE 

Baker City ch 


NORTH DAKOTA, $12. 


SOUTH DAKOTA, $44. 
Irene, S. C. Jensen 
Orleans ‘Little Helpers’’ 
Orleans, individual 
Montrose ch............ 
Salem, E. F. Leland 

WASHINGTON, 


$11. 


Sw. Ladies’ Sew- 


MONTANA, $99.15. 
East Gallatin ch 
Missoula ch 
Stevensville ch.. 
Anuconda ch 
Dillon ch 


UTAH, 
Ogden ch 
Provo ch.. 
TENNESSEE, $25. 


Nashville, Miss J. P. 
Moore, for mission work, 
eare Rey. John Firth.. 25 00 


INDIAN TERRITORY, $53.75. 


Sasakwa ch 

Emahaha Indian School. . 
Emahaha Indian S 
Mckusuky Indian School.. 


OKLAHOMA, $8.98. 


Cheyenne, 2d (Indian) ch. 
Guthrie ch.. tow. sup. Ko 
Aung Baw, care Rev. C. 


S33 


Tecumseh ch..... 
BHAWRO 
ENGLAND, $29.16. 


South Woodford, Mrs. Wil- 
son (£8), tow. sup. of 


oO 


nat. pr., Hu Tsoo-Kang, 
eare Rev. J. S. Adams.. 
South Woodford, Mrs. Pot- 
tor, BB, BOE Gd. 
MISCELLANEOUS, $5. 
A friend.. 5 00 


-$15,227 69 


LEGACIES. 


Pittsfield, Mass., 
Almiron PD. 


14 58 
14 58 


10 00 
Milwaukee, Wis., 


Louisa J. 
Hanchett .... 2250 1,782 50 
17,010 19 


Donations and Legacies 
from April 1, 1900, 
to Dec. 1, 
Donations and Legacies 
from April 1, 1900, 
to Jan. 1, 1901 124,051 14 


Donations received to January 1. 
901: 


New Hampshire ...... 
Vermont 

Massachusetts 

Rhode Island 
Connecticut .......... 
New York ... 

New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

District of Columbia... 
West Virginia 

Ohio . 

Tilinois .. 

Iowa 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Wisconsin 


California 
Oregon 

North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Washington 
Idaho ..... 
Utah 
Wyoming 
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North Carolina ........ 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Louisiana 


Indian Territory 
Oklahoma 
New Mexico 


Eo. 


| 


4 70 
1 50 
1 50 
18 75 
3 00 
Total... 
Malaga S. S...... 
15 70 
10 00 
3 
Rev. Seba 
Switzer .... 250 00 
tate of Betsey 
Ballena ch.............. 
10 00 
13 00 
2 00 5 55 
31 82 
1 29 
19 75 10 00 2,450 51 
21 70 873 61 
20 
Hamlin Fargo Circle, for Rey. C. 3.597 12 
ea eae Nelson, Africa.......... 17,363 03 
Prairie Temple ch........ Fargo, A. Terroyer........ 
346 03 
1,831 73 
5,783 58 
3,673 31 
3,703 03 
8,038 65 
2,212 59 
Ballard, Sw. Ladies’ Sew 58 
Misvouri .............. 986 58 
Nebraska ............. 1,947 84 
5 00 582 11 
20 00 — 
8 00 491 06 
30 30 ehenkeew 67 08 
10 00 
10 25 15 00 
4-4 
8 10 
5 00 
12 50 
Georgia 
25 00 
24 50 
5 00 eee 
5 35 Davenport.......... | 
5 00 Miscellaneous ......... 1, 
‘$05,000 02 
5 00 $95,699 62 
} 


A Tonic and Nerve Food Studies in Missions 


Containing the full text of the readings in the 
CONQUEST MISSIONARY COURSE, 


with references to helpful literature. 


“Your Studies in Missions for the Conquest Mis- 
sionary Course are very judicious and inapicing. The 


education of our young people is the best feature of our 
resent church life.”—Augustus H. Strong, President 

Acid Phosphate. | | | 277° 
r “The ladies of the Missionary Societies in this 


Church began using the Conquest Missionary Course 
last fall in their meetings, which have since increased 


. in interest and in attendance.”—A ddison Mc Pas- 

When exhausted, depressed or tor First Baptist Chere himou-m- 

° e “I regard your Studies in Missions as one of the 

weary from worry, insomnia or over- most ease features of your work.”—R. S. Mac- 

. Arthur, Pastor Calvary Baptist Church, New York. 

work of mind or body, take half a “] think your scheme of Mission Studies for the 
year admirable.”— Bar Secre 

teaspoon of Horsford’s Acid Phos- Valen, 


phate in half a glass of water. Issued monthly, beginning with October, 1899. 


It nourishes, strengthens and 25 CENTS PER YEAR 
imparts new life and vigor by (12 numbers.) In orders of 10 or more to one 


address, 23¢c. each per month; 20c. per year. 
supplying the needed nerve food. Gund 3 conte ter 


BAPTIST YOUNG PEOPLE’S UNION 


Sold by D in original ly. 
packages only OF AMERICA, 324 Dearborn St., CHICAGO. 


ARE YOU MAKING YOUR WILL? 


Every person having any property should make a will while in sound health of mind 
and body. Many Christians every year are providing in their wills for additions to the 
permanent funds of the Union as well as gifts directly for carrying on missionary work. 
This is an object which no Christian of wealth should fail to remember. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


T also give and Dequenth to the AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION dollars, for the purposes 
of the Union, as specified in the Act of Incorporation. And I hereby direct my executor [or executors] to 

y said sum to the Treasurer of said Union, taking his receipt therefor within months after my 
ecease. 


FORM OF DEVISE OF REAL ESTATE. 


T also give, bequeath, and devise tothe AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION one certain lot of land, 
with the buildings thereon standing [herein describe the —_ with exactness and particularity] to 
be held and possessed by said Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in 
the Act of Incorporation. 


AN INVESTMENT AND AN INCOME. 


Owing to the great number of difficulties which have arisen in the courts over the settlement of estates 
and to the efforts which have been made to defeat the wishes of testators in their bequests, large numbers 
of persons are giving their funds directly into the hands of the society, and receiving its bond for the 
payment of interest during their lives if they need it. These bonds are an unquestioned security. They 
will never be defaulted as long as the Baptist denomination exists. There is no safer form of investment 
in the world. If the United States Government is destroyed, and the bonds of the United States become 
worthless, still the Baptist denomination will go on, and the obligations of the great missionary society 
will stand secure, and every bond be paid to the last cent of obligation. This method of investment offers 
to those who wish their money to go ultimately to the missionary work the best possible form of securing 
an income from their property during their lives, and saves them all care and trouble of re-investment, 
and all fears ae ages | — settlement of their estates. For full information regarding Wills, Bequests 

ess 


and Annuity Bonds, 
REV. E. F. MERRIAM, Editorial Secretary. 
TREMONT TEMPLE, Boston, Mass. 
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CLYDE 


ECT WATER ROUTE FROM 


BOSTOR, 


PROVIDENCE AND 


NEW YORK 70 pg 
AND JACKSONVILLE 


THEO. G.E 


GENERAL MANAG 


PRESBREY ADV AGENCr 


Kmerican Baptist 
(issionary Union 
and its Missions 


With Ninety Illustrations 


By REV. EDMUND F. MERRIAM 


This volume gives a complete outline 
history of the Baptist missionary work in 
Burma, Assam, India, China, Japan, Africa, 
and Europe, with a sketch of the home 
history of the Missionary Union. _ IIlus- 
trated with numerous maps and cuts. 
Price, 75 cents in cloth, 50 cents in paper 
covers, postpaid. Address 


Baptist Missionary Magazine 
Tremont Temple BOSTON, Mass. 
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IN WRITING TO ADVERTISERS 
PLFASE SAY THAT YOU SAW 
THEIR ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 


Baptist Missionary Magazine 


“OUR 


Readers are Leaders 


The Baptist Missionary Maga- 
zine circulates among the most 
intelligent and active members 
of the Baptist churches in the 
Northern States 


ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 


FOR RATES ADDRESS 
BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE 
TREMONT TEMPLE 
BOSTON, MASS. 
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REV, HORATIO MORROW 


MISSIONARY IN BURMA SINCE 1876 
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